



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                 September 6, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official


Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief


Lew Goebel


Don Eddy, Jr., Police Sergeant

Nattalie Cariker


Todd McDaniel, Interim Public Works Director


Leanne Whitener-absent             Ralph Malone, City Administrator


John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk

Dino DeCesari





CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the August 15, 2011 meeting and August 2011 payroll checks numbered 4052, 4053, 4113-4185, in the amount of $277,815.05. Claims checks numbered 4267-4347, in the amount of $315,112.48, are also approved with the exception of #4267, $4,000.00 to the American Red Cross, to be held pending contract verification.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  

PUBLIC HEARING:

2011 Comprehensive Sewer Plan


Mayor Gagne opened the public hearing at 7:01 PM, noting interpreter Kathryn Guttromson was present in the audience in the event there are Hispanic audience members requiring language interpretation. 


Maurice Block, representing Gray & Osborne (G&O), told Council he, Dave Ellis and Rob Scott were there to explain the process involved in developing the Comprehensive Sewer Plan, the substance of the Plan and answer any questions Council may have.  He added that this public hearing functions to address the Comprehensive Sewer Plan and will serve as the Public Hearing to review program performance required by the terms of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.  Regarding the issue of the CDBG program performance, Mr. Block stated that the total cost of the Comprehensive Sewer Plan was $80,000, of which $24,000 was covered by the CDBG program grant.  In addition, he stated that there had been no demographic changes in the community as a result of the grant or the expenditure of the funds.  

Mr. Block noted the City asked G&O about a year ago to review the sewer plan, sewer system and the wastewater treatment plant operation.    


Dave Ellis told Council G&O were pleased with the cooperation of City staff and public works in providing timely information allowing for the completion of this Plan.  He added Omak now has a good Sewer Plan and present and future projects will benefit from that.  Mr. Ellis reviewed the chapters found in the Sewer Plan, and the Phases of the Sewer System Improvement Project.  He noted that the City is aware the Department of Transportation plans to overlay Okoma Drive in April 2013 and the strategy is to complete the plans for that section of the Sewer Project by April 2012.  


Rob Scott spoke to Council about the process of treating the sewage effluent at the Wastewater Treatment Plant and the projected flow levels at the Plant. He stated the majority of the plant operation is done under the 1978 design, and some of the facilities are out of date with current design practices, such as having back-up systems and redundant electrical circuits.  Mr. Scott reviewed the several capital improvement projects scheduled for the Plant.  He suggested that after the sewer line system improvements have been completed, the City re-evaluate the Plant operations.  There were several questions from Council regarding upcoming issues affecting the Plant.  When there were no further questions or discussion, Mayor Gagne closed the hearing at 7:39 PM.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1718-2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-C.E.-Library Energy ARRA Grant Rev/Exp


Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1718.  City Administrator Malone reminded Council this ordinance recognizes the expenditure in 2011 for the retainage held on the Library Project, and recognizes a like amount as revenue. As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Ordinance 1719-2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-C.E.-Fire Hall Door Project


Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Ordinance 1719.  City Administrator Malone stated this ordinance increases the appropriation for the Fire Hall Door Renovation from the budgeted amount of $80,000, to $84,000.  As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

NEW BUSINESS:


Citizen Jerry Hendricks – Concerns Regarding Morgan & Sons Proposed Sewer Lagoon


Mr. Hendricks introduced himself as President of the Coleman Butte Water Association (CBWA).  His group, along with the Okanogan Irrigation Water District and Duck Lake Irrigation District is asking for support from the City to reverse a decision made by Okanogan County to allow Morgan & Sons a conditional use permit to construct a 300,000 gallon raw sewage lagoon over the pristine Duck Lake aquifer.  The lagoon will be located west of the airport runway.  Because the conditional use process was advertised in the Oroville Gazette, the official newspaper of Okanogan County, the area residents were unaware of the request in its beginning stages.  The main concern of these groups is, regardless of engineering and required linings, what if it does leak?   They feel there are thousands of acres in Okanogan County that could be used that are not located over a domestic water aquifer.  The groups have given opposing testimony in the public hearing process, but the use has been approved.  They are now planning an appeal process through Okanogan County Superior Court with Attorney Richard Price.  Doug March, a local pilot, gave Council a document that explained the dangers of this type of land use near an airport drawing birds, causing damaging and even fatal bird strikes on aircraft.  Concern was also expressed as to whether or not the conditions placed on this use would be enforced by the County.  After a lengthy discussion regarding the City’s involvement, the possibility of the City taking this raw sewage into their treatment plant, and FAA criteria for land uses near an airport, Members Cariker and Foth approved a letter of support from the City for these water use groups.  Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to have the City write a letter supporting the water associations’ appeal process requesting denial of this sewage lagoon use in the proposed location.  It was clarified that the letter should be addressed to the CDWA to support their legal action.  As there were no further questions or comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  Mr. Hendricks thanked Council for their support, noting the appeal process will begin Thursday, September 8th, and they would like to have the letter as soon after that date as possible.


Ordinance 1720 – Approve L.O.C.A.L. Financing Agreement for Aerial Fire Truck


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve Ordinance 1720.  City Administrator Malone told Council approval of this agreement is part of the process to participate in the L.O.C.A.L. loan for the new aerial fire truck.  He reminded Council the loan had been approved and the funds should be received by mid-November at a rate of 3% to 5%.  After a few questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 


Resolution 48-2011 – Boundary Line Adjustment-North Omak Investments-Koala BSP#4


Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 48-2011.  City Administrator Malone told Council the owners of property north and adjacent to 1.47 acres owned by the City in north Omak, have requested a Boundary Line Adjustment to the City property line. The property was purchased in conjunction with Economic Alliance and Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in 2004, in the hopes of starting a Business Incubator project. The adjacent property owner, Robert Tollefson, has requested the City adjust the property line to allow him to build a driveway off of Koala Drive for an access to his commercial property.  The City has worked with Economic Alliance and HUD on this request.  Mr. Malone stated the action will add 45 square feet to the City’s property.  Mr. Tollefson has also offered to provide an easement to the City for joint use of the driveway.  Mr. Malone added that normally, Boundary Line Adjustments are done by staff, but since this involves property owned by the City, Council must approve the action. After more discussion and no further questions from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Resolution 49-2011–Prohibit Future “Through the Fence” Agreements to Access Omak Airport


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 49-2011.  City Administrator Malone stated he had recently discovered this is a requirement of FAA supported and publicly owned airports.  There are security concerns regarding full access to airport property and this policy is required to ensure future FAA funding.  After a few questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 


Resolution 50-2011 – Approve 2011 Sewer Comprehensive Plan


Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 50-2011.  City Administrator Malone said Council had heard the summary of this document from Gray & Osborne engineers, had received copies of the draft document weeks ago, and Council approval will now send the document to the Department of Ecology for their review.  He added that having this document in place is vital in remaining eligible for future project funding.  As there were no questions or comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member DeCesari, Chairman of the Audit Committee, told Council they had met with administrative staff and reviewed the 2010 Annual Report.  He mentioned City Administrator Malone stated the document was complete and a correct representation of the final 2010 budget, with one exception.  Mr. Malone noted the $135,000 Library ARRA Energy Grant was in the 2010 budget as anticipated revenue, but it did not happen due to the extensive documentation required to receive the funds.  The bulk of the funds were received in May 2011 and the final amount in August. Member DeCesari told Council they had also met with contract planner Kurt Danison and reviewed Part 6 Capital Spending Alternatives, from the Capital Facilities Plan.  


Staff Reports:


Fire Chief Bowling told Council contractor Gary Headlee finished the fire door project last Friday.  Chief Bowling announced that after a walk through with Building Official Dalton, and the completion of a few items, the project is now complete. He noted the new fire truck is out of the paint shop and is expected to arrive shortly and the City of Oroville is still pursuing the purchase of the old ladder truck.


Interim Public Works Director McDaniel stated his department has been very busy.  He had recently attended a Rural Water Conference in Vancouver to keep his certifications current.  In conjunction with this trip, he and members of the Public Works crew also transported the old Vactor truck and the surplus police cruiser to the auction.


City Administrator Malone reported the City had received the Public Works Trust Fund contract for $7 million in sewer project funding, and it has been forwarded to the City Attorney.  He said the Department of Ecology (DOE) will be in Omak next week to negotiate a contract for Phase 1 of the Sewer Improvement Project and planning for Phases 3-5.  He added that adoption of the Sewer Comprehensive Plan allows close out of the DOE Planning Only Grant.  He is beginning work on the 2012 budget and would like to meet with the Audit Committee regarding a necessary upgrade to the City’s accounting system.  He has received a proposal from the software support representative and believes it is vital to the operation of the City’s financial accounting system to pursue the proposal. 


Member Foth asked Interim Public Works Director McDaniel the status of the open Public Works laborer position.  Mr. McDaniel said they had received 40 applications.  He and his support staff are reviewing them and will be setting up interviews shortly.


Member Goebel asked about the status of the sidewalk proposed for Omak Avenue.  Mr. McDaniel answered that project will be done in 2012.  Member Goebel offered his congratulations to Mark Milner for a successful Warrior Stampede held recently.  He stated it was well organized and hoped it would be even bigger next year.  He also thanked Fire Chief Bowling for being at the top of the Suicide Hill to ensure participant safety.


As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.


____________________________


______________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor
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