September 11, 2012
Omak Park Board

Meeting Minutes

Board Members and Staff Present

Billie Holden, Chair 



Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk


Nattalie Cariker 



Todd McDaniel, Public Works Director
Joe Lagrou – absent






         Orlando Gonzales

Sarah Grooms
 




Theresa Best, Encampment – absent
Call to Order


Chairwoman Holden called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. with a quorum of the Board present.

Approval of Minutes


Member Cariker moved, seconded by Member Gonzalez, to approve the July 10, 2012 meeting minutes as written.  Motion carried.

Dalton Klessig Lighting Update


Public Works Director, Todd McDaniel updated the board on the proposed lighting project in Dalton Klessig Park.  He has met with Mary Henrie and she feels comfortable with the decision of the board.  The purpose of the lighting is to illuminate the track, accent trees and add aesthetics to the park.  Mr. McDaniel shared a diagram that consisted of nine strategically placed twelve foot tall electrical luminaire pole lights.  Mr. McDaniel will continue to work on funding to push this project forward.          

Comprehensive Park & Recreation Plan – Discuss Proposed Text Changes
Public Works Director, Todd McDaniel led the discussion of the Comprehensive Park & Recreation Plan.  Commissioner Cariker asked about the driving range that was proposed for the old landfill site.  Mr. McDaniel said that it did not get enough community support.  If the project were to move forward, he would be concerned about liability, requirements from the Department of Ecology and the cost to maintain the site.  Commissioner Grooms felt the money would be better vested somewhere else.  

Commissioner Cariker asked about contacting Fish and Wildlife to research Aston Island.  They could help determine what it would take to make the island user friendly.  Mr. McDaniel said currently the island is covered in poison ivy.  The island is beautiful and it could be opened up for public use as long as the poison ivy was eradicated.  A majority of the members would like to see improvements on Aston Island to encourage public use.     

The board discussed several projects that are in the Action Plan and chose to push some projects out a year or two.  There was discussion about the need for a picnic shelter in Dalton Klessig Park.  The board did not recall a shelter and were uncertain if there would be room when all the trees matured.  After much discussion, the board chose to keep the picnic shelter as a need in the plan.  

Commissioner Cariker suggested that on an annual basis, the board focus on a project or two for the park(s).  Those recommended projects would then be proposed to City Council to pursue funding.  This may help both City Council and Park Board complete projects that have been in the Comprehensive Park Plan for years.

After further discussion, Commissioner Cariker moved, seconded by Commissioner Gonzalez, to recommend City Council move forward with the formal public review and adoption process of the City of Omak Comprehensive Park & Recreation Plan that will include the changes discussed during the meeting.  Motion carried.  
With no other business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Connie Thomas
