April 12, 2011 

Omak Park Board

Meeting Minutes

Board Members and Staff Present

Billie Holden, Chair



Cindy Gagné, Mayor
Nattalie Cariker 



Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk
Joe Lagrou 

Orlando Gonzales - absent
Sarah Grooms – absent

Public Present

Kelly Kolrud – Okanogan Conservation District

Craig Nelson – Okanogan Conservation District

Rick Duck – Omak High School Softball

Pat Harris – Omak High School Softball

Shirley Bowden 

Call to Order


Chairwoman Holden called the meeting to order at 7:10 with a quorum of the Board present.

Approval of Minutes


Member Cariker moved, seconded by Member Lagrou, to approve the April 12, 2011 minutes as written.  Motion carried.

Aston Island/Levee Trail


Craig Nelson and Kelly Kolrud with the Okanogan Conservation District made a second presentation to the Board regarding a partnership to create a nature center on Aston Island and a nature trail on the levee.  Mr. Nelson talked about extending the trail along the levee and understands the history of resistance from home owners.  They propose that both projects be funded by grants.  The Conservation District would be willing to write the grants.  In order to write the grants, the City of Omak would need to annex into the Conservation District.  Mayor Gagné asked about annexation costs.  Mr. Nelson said the cost would be minimal.  The Board felt the suggested improvements were within the current Comprehensive Park Plan.  Member Cariker moved, seconded by Member Lagrou, to recommend this proposal to City Council in July, 2011.  Motion carried.      

Softball Field Proposal


Coaches Pat Harris and Rick Duck were in attendance to give a second presentation of their proposal to modify the Eastside Park Plan.  Mayor Gagné wanted to clarify the process that is required to change an adopted plan.  Currently the City has an adopted Comprehensive Park Plan that was approved through public comment and the public hearing process in 2010.  If the Park Board recommends a change in the plan a meeting for public comment should be scheduled.  Council will need to have evidence that both proponent and citizen comments were heard before approving an alternate plan.     

Mr. Harris explained the new plan would add two soccer fields, a little league diamond and a utility field that can be used for soccer or baseball.  The proposal includes 300 parking spaces in addition to the original parking.  They feel the plan utilizes all the property.  The additional fields will relieve the congestion at Oak Street Park and allow Omak to host softball tournaments.  A tournament would bring in several teams, parents and spectators.  The additional visitors would boost revenue for hotels, restaurants and our local merchants.  
Members of the Board reviewed the map presented depicting the proposed arrangement or re-arrangement of the play fields (attached).  Member Cariker asked that prior to the next presentation, they revised their map.  The skate park and Veteran’s Memorial are relocated in the Comprehensive Park Plan figure 4 redevelopment plan.  Prior to the public review, she would like those two projects mapped in the new location.     


Member Cariker moved, seconded by Member Lagrou to hold a meeting for public comment on the proposed arrangement June 14, 2011.  Motion carried.  

With no other business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05

Respectfully submitted,

Connie Thomas
