April 12, 2011 

Omak Park Board

Meeting Minutes

Board Members and Staff Present

Billie Holden, Chair



Ralph Malone, City Administrator

Nattalie Cariker –absent

Joe Lagrou 

Orlando Gonzales

Sarah Grooms – absent

Public Present

Kelly Kolrud – Okanogan Conservation District

Bob Clark – Okanogan Conservation District

Vernon Haase 

Rick Duck – Omak High School Softball

Pat Harris – Omak High School Softball

Call to Order


Chairwoman Holden called the meeting to order at 7:10 with a quorum of the Board present.

Approval of Minutes


Member Lagrou moved, seconded by Member Gonzalez, to approve the March 8, 2011 Minutes as written.  Motion carried.

Public Commet


Vern Haase asked to address the Park Board about the information board at the RV Park.  Mr. Haase would like permission to secure a piece of Plexiglas to install on the reverse side of the Information Board at the RV Park for the purpose of protecting flyers that could be placed there advertising various activities and venues that are of interest to tourists in an attempt to secure longer stays in the Park.  Member Lagrou moved, seconded by Member Gonzalez to approve the proposed action.  Motion carried.

Aston Island/Levee Trail


Kelly Kolrud and Bob Clark with the Okanogan Conservation District made a presentation to the Board regarding creation of a nature area type park on Aston Island with funding for any needed improvements provided by grants.  They further indicated interest in establishing a pedestrian pathway on the levee to connect the City park property at Eastside Park and Omak Pioneer Park with the city property on Aston Island.  

City Administrator Malone provided additional information regarding use of the Levee indicating that the City has easements that allow use of private property for construction, operation and maintenance of a flood control structure, but not to allow public access for recreational or other purposes.  Private property owners adjoining the levee have expressed opposition to having the public use the levee as they fear increased theft, vandalism and a loss of privacy in back yards that extend to the levee.  Malone further shared information about a recent inspection of the levee by the Corps of Engineers and the impact that certain required maintenance operations
will have on the adjoining properties.

There was consensus that improvements could be made to Aston Island and access could be provided from the south through city-owned property at the Sewer Treatment Plant.  A pedestrian path along the levee would take considerably longer.

The Conservation District staff also indicated that it would be their desire that the portion of the City of Omak that is not currently part of the Conservation District be annexed into the District so that they could continue to work on this project and provide other benefits to the citizens of Omak.  The Conservation District Staff indicated that the portion of the City that is on the east side of the river is presently in the Conservation District, but the west side of the river is not.  Annexation of the portion of the City west of the river would make each property owner eligible for technical assistance from the Conservation District, and also allow them to provide assistance to the City for management of City properties.  If the City were to annex into the conservation district, each property owner would be subject to an additional tax levy of $2.40 per parcel that would be added to their county tax bill.

The members of the Board that were present invited the Conservation District Staff back and asked that they make their presentation to the full Board at the next meeting.  The Conservation District staff requested that copies of their handouts be provided to the rest of the Board Members and other City Staff.

Soccer Field Lighting/PUD


City Administrator Malone reported that he had directed that the switches for the Soccer Field Lighting be locked off until September 21st, and then the lights be made available until November 20th.  This is to prevent the city from being subjected to a minimum $200 per month demand charge if our power usage exceeds 50kw of demand during more than 2 billing cycles.  Members of the Board concurred with the proposal.  Malone indicated that he was investigating how much of the existing Soccer Field lighting could be used without incurring the demand charge penalty.

Softball Field Proposal


Coachs Pat Harris and Rick Duck presented a proposal to modify the Eastside Park Plan as to the Western portion of the park such that it would accommodate at least two more baseball/softball fields and also additional Soccer and multiuse fields and 300 parking spaces.  Coach Harris indicated that there are several softball teams that participate in tournaments in other locations, and they would like to be able to host tournaments here as well.  He indicated that softball tournaments can be quite a boon to a community with up to 30 teams of 15 players plus parents, officials and other spectators having a significant positive impact on the on the business community.


Members of the Board reviewed the map presented depicting the proposed arrangement or re-arrangement of the play fields and were generally impressed with what was proposed. 


Since the Park Board had recently recommended a different plan for Eastside Park, and their recommendation had been adopted by the City Council, the Park Board requested that Mr. Harris and Mr. Duck come to the next Park Board Meeting and make their presentation to the entire board, and possibly the City Council Park committee too.

Colville Tribal Proposal for Shower/Restroom Facility


City Administrator Malone briefed the Board on the proposal by the Colville Tribes to build a restroom and shower facility in the proximate location that was approved in the Comprehensive Park Plan to serve the soccer fields and the Dance Pavilion.  The Tribes propose to acquire and erect the structure and are asking the City to extend their water and sewer services to connect with the facility.  The Okanogan-Omak Rotary Club has pledged $25,000 toward the cost of installation of utilities which leave approximately $20,000 for the City to cover from its Current Expense Funds.  Member Gonzalez moved, seconded by Member Lagrou to recommend approval of the expenditure to extend the utilities to the proposed restroom facility.

With no other business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15

Respectfully submitted,

Ralph S. Malone Jr.

