November 8, 2011 

Omak Park Board

Meeting Minutes

Board Members and Staff Present

Billie Holden, Chair



Ken Mears, Asst. Public Works Director
Nattalie Cariker 



Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk
Joe Lagrou 

Orlando Gonzales

Sarah Grooms – absent

Public Present

Rick Duck

Pat Harris 

Call to Order


Chairwoman Holden called the meeting to order at 7:10 with a quorum of the Board present.

Approval of Minutes


Member Gonzales moved, seconded by Member Lagrou, to approve the May 10, 2011 minutes as written.  Motion carried.

Public Workshop – Comprehensive Park & Recreation Plan

Contract Planner Kurt Danison stated the Comprehensive Park & Recreation Plan was last updated in February 2010.  If the park users propose a different layout it would require an amendment to the Comprehensive Park & Recreation Plan through the public process.  Mr. Danison talked about the Capital Facilities Plan the City had just completed.  He explained the document is a financial analysis of capital spending, needs and priorities.  The Park is funded by current expense so allocating money for a park project is sometimes difficult.  Mr. Danison encouraged volunteer groups to implement a plan.          
Pat Harris and Rick Duck have presented a plan to utilize the space in the entire park.  They have talked with River Valley Soccer, Little League, O&O Softball the Jack and Jill teams and the High School.  They are proposing the construction of two new fields and the reorganization of the existing Stephie and Bowden fields.  In addition they would like to see the carnival area that is only used once a year, be turned into a green space for a utility field. Their plan also includes another utility field and soccer field.  Mr. Harris suggested the construction of another entrance to the park that would run between the soccer field and Highway 97.  This would help the traffic flow in and out of the park during Stampede or a large event.  Mr. Harris has talked with Home Depot about doing a community service project.  They would donate labor, tools or supplies.  Mr. Harris said that he has gone to a lot of tournaments and would like Omak to be able to have that opportunity to hold tournaments, promote our area and bring revenue into our community.  


Commissioner Cariker encouraged citizens to attend the Budget Meeting on Monday, November 14, 2011.  Citizens can voice their opinions about funding future improvements at the Eastside Park.    


Because of the lack of public participation at this meeting, Mr. Danison suggested the Park Board schedule another Public Workshop on December 13, 2011 and invites the park users.  Deputy Clerk, Connie Thomas stated that prior to this meeting she sent letters to all the park users, published the workshop in the Chronicle and notified KOMW.  Commissioner Cariker and Commissioner Gonzalez said they would be willing to call park users to ensure we have public input in December.   

Dalton Klessig Park
Commission Cariker asked that this item be added to the December 13, 2011 agenda. She would like time to meet with Mary Henrie to discuss particular lighting and fencing at Dalton Klessig Park.      
With no other business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Connie Thomas
