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Omak Park Board
Meeting Minutes

Board Members and Staff Present
Billie Holden, Chair                                           Angie Chilmonik, Citizen
Nick Popelier                                                     Rick Duck, Citizen
Sarah Grooms                                                   Tanya Bunting, Citizen
Cindy Gagne, Mayor                                        Josh Richards, Citizen
Todd McDaniel, Public Works                        Keith Kissler, Citizen
Ralph Malone

Call to Order
Chairwomen Holden called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with a quorum of the board present.

Meeting Minutes
Commissioner Grooms moved, seconded by Commissioner Popelier, to approve the April 8, 2014 meeting minutes.  Motion carried.

Omak High School Softball
Citizen Rick Duck spoke to the Park Board regarding the use of Oak Street Park.   The High school Girl’s Softball has been looking at the field and would like to be able to slightly expand the field and make it “their” field.   They would in time be responsible for the maintenance and improvements to the field.  Currently they are using the field in Eastside Park and have found a lot of unsanitary debris in the dugouts.   They would like to enclose the dugouts at Oak Street with chainlink fencing so that they can be secured.   The parking is ample and shouldn’t increase the traffic flow on the street too much.  Mr. McDaniel spoke about the need to find an area that fits in the drawing, presented by Mr. Duck, to include the well house that is needed on that field.  Mr. Duck said that they had looked at the field and the possible options for the well house.  Mr. McDaniel will follow-up with Mr. Duck once they have measurements to see if they can make that work.   Commissioners Grooms, Holden and Popelier are in support of the use of Oak Street Park for the Girls Softball team.

Ice Rink
Mr. Richards and Mr. Kissler spoke about a proposed ice skating area in the Eastside Park.  They have looked at several possible locations.  The area that is best suited is an area located along the Dike next to the Joe Robbins Field.   They will frame the 100 x 100 area in and they are responsible for filling and maintaining the rink.   The City will not be held responsible for anyone who is hurt at the rink.   Mr. McDaniel stated there is an RCW that covers the City so that they are not held liable.   
The Park Board felt it was a good idea and would like to see it move forward.

Park Budget Items

    Walking Path:
Mr. McDaniel stated that the resurfacing of the walking path in the park and the cost of that project is $20,000.00.   
Mr. McDaniel would also like to re-visit utilizing Bird Island.   There will need to be a boundary line survey done to establish accurate property lines.   He would like to see a path cleaned out so that people can actually be able to enjoy the property.  Chairwoman Holden reminded everyone that the habitat has to remain the same because that was a stipulation when the property was donated.

    Swimming Pool:
Mr. McDaniel said they will be focusing more on the efficient operation of the pool.   They are currently looking at hiring an adult to oversee the lifeguards.   The rates will be adjusted to be comparable with the Okanogan Pool.  

    RV Park:
The revenue for the RV Park is down $30,000.00 from 2012.   They will be adjusting the rates down to $25.00 per night and $15.00 per tent.   The reason behind revenue decrease is being attributed to the rate increase two years ago and possibly down some due to the vandalism.   He feels we will get some of the campers back by lowering the rates by $10.00.  In years past there was a camp host and that may be something we need to consider again.

Other Business
Mrs. Chilmonik spoke on behalf of the Okanogan Valley Soccer League.   They would like to put permanent sleeves in on the soccer field to mark the corners.   They also inquired about removing bulbs on the light pedestals to reduce the cost of lighting.  By removing a few of the bulbs it could save up to 25% on the cost of the electricity.   Currently the lights are approved to be turned on September 21st to November 20th.   Mrs. Chilmonik was told that she could put permanent sleeves in and that she could work on putting a plan together for the lights.

Meeting adjourned.

Sarah Grooms






