



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




               November 7, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official


Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief


Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker


Todd McDaniel, Public Works Director


Leanne Whitener
             Ralph Malone, City Administrator


John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari





CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the October 17, 2011 meeting; October 2011 payroll checks numbered 4525, 4526, 4594-4642, in the amount of $238,480.79; and claims checks numbered 4811-4892 in the amount of $478,055.53.  Claims checks numbered 4643-4810 are voided.  As there were no questions from Council or comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE:


Presentation of Halloween Decorating Contest Award Winners

Member Cariker presented awards and gave honorable mention to several businesses and residences who participated in the Halloween Decorating Contest throughout town.  A copy of those receiving the awards is attached to these minutes.  Member Cariker noted she will be involved in a Christmas decorating contest next month.  Citizen and local business owner Kathy Miller thanked Member Cariker, the Centennial Committee and Council for the opportunity to participate in this contest.  She noted it is important to keep the City looking good and businesses to participate in these types of activities and hopes it will be an annual event along with many more City-wide activities.  She acknowledged and thanked Member Cariker for her efforts in the Halloween Event that took place in Civic League Park.

Mayor Gagne announced that the Association of WA Cities has a scholarship program called “AWC Center for Quality Communities” that has four $1,000 scholarships available for deserving young leaders who are planning to attend college or a trade school in the fall of 2012.  She noted that Councilembers Whitener, Cariker and Foth, from the Council’s Stampede Committee, have offered to serve on the nominating board representing Omak. 


Mayor Gagne told Council about the employee Christmas Party scheduled for Friday, December 16th at the Omak Elks, and invited them all to participate.
NEW BUSINESS:


Resolution 58-2011 – Approve Fund Number Conversions in Accounting Records

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve Resolution 58-2011.  City Clerk Lobdell explained that the City has three funds that have been identified by the State Auditor’s Office (SAO) as having incorrect fund numbers, according to the SAO’s funding code controls. The process of manually changing the fund numbers, and following up by manually shifting the account histories is complicated and subject to human error.  Vision Municipal Solutions (VMS) has now published a programming upgrade that electronically converts the incorrect fund numbers to the correct ones, including account histories.  After a few comments from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 59-2011 – Accept Airport Improvement Project as Complete

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 59-2011.  City Administrator Malone told Council that Selland Construction has completed the Airport Taxiway “A” Reconstruction and Airfield Improvement Project.  It was noted the project came in under budget and under the contract timeline. He understands members of the Airport/Audit Committee were able to visit the sight and hoped they approved of the project as completed.  Members of the Committee agreed the work done is very impressive.  Mr. Malone stated that Council recognition of the completion of the project, through approval of this Resolution, allows him to provide a “Notice of Completion” to the State, thus beginning the waiting period in which all mandatory documentation will be received before release of the retainage.  As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 60-2011 – Approve Low Bid for Eastside Well Door Replacement Project

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve Resolution 60-2011.  Public Works Director McDaniel told Council there is an $8,700 capital outlay line item in the 2011 budget for replacement of the door at the Eastside Well pumphouse.  He contacted 14 contractors for a written bid and received the following three bids:

D&R Glass Works

$  8,165.28


Discount Glass


$11,949.32


Blodgett Construction

$12,956.00


He is asking for Council approval to accept the low bid from D&R Glass Works.  After a few questions and comments from Council, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Clark, Chairman of the Solid Waste Advisory Committee, told Council their regular meeting had been cancelled, however the new SWAC contract has been signed by all entities involved and will be presented to the County Commissioners soon. 

Members Whitener and DeCesari agreed that the airport improvement project was done well.

Staff Reports:

Fire Chief Bowling told Council the new fire truck has been put into service.

Police Chief Schreckengast asked for a pay grade upgrade for Code Enforcement/Animal Control Officer Gary Lewis.  Mr. Lewis will complete five years employment with the City at the end of November. Chief Schreckengast is asking to upgrade Mr. Lewis to the Grade 1 pay scale as of January 1, 2012.  Personnel Committee Member Foth moved, seconded by Committee Chairman Member Clark, to approve this request.  Member Clark added that the Personnel Committee had met on this request and supported it.  As there was no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Public Works Director McDaniel told Council a personalized letter had been sent out Friday, November 4th, to all property owners within the Phase 1 Sewer Project area, inviting them to attend a town meeting at the Omak High School Commons, 7:00 PM on Wednesday, November 16th.  The meeting will provide information to the residents in the form of displays, informative discussions and answers to their questions.  The City will provide Notary services at the meeting to begin the paperwork documentation necessary for entry onto private property in the course of side sewer replacement.  City Administrator Malone added that he hopes Councilmembers will be there and that there is a high percentage of residents in attendance.  He reminded Council of the two emergency sewer line collapses the City has had and how those emergencies were handled, he would like to minimize any disruption to residents during the major project.

Member Cariker thanked citizen Mary Henrie for her assistance in judging the Halloween Decorating contest, and all those involved in the contest and the Halloween Event held in Civic League Park recently.  

Member Clark, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, told Council they had met with City administration regarding the ongoing contract negotiations with the Police Guild.  To that end, he moved that Council adjourn to an Executive Session, per RCW 42.30.140 (4)a, to discuss negotiations and the collective bargaining agreement with the Police Guild.  Member Foth seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.  At 7:25 PM, Mayor Gagne announced Council will be going into an Executive Session for thirty minutes, until 7:55 PM.  

At 7:55 PM, Mayor Gagne announced to those present in Council Chambers that the Executive Session will continue for another twenty minutes, until 8:15 PM.

At 8:15 PM, Mayor Gagne reconvened the Council meeting.


City Administrator Malone announced he and Public Works Director McDaniel each have a copy of the report from Womer & Associates on the results of the bridge re-location study.  He offered the document to whoever is interested in it.


It was agreed that a Water/Sewer Committee would meet with Public Works Director McDaniel directly after the Council meeting.


Mayor Gagne cautioned Council that the business conducted in the Executive Session is confidential.


As there was no further business before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.


____________________________


______________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor



                                                                        November 7, 2011


