



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                      May 2, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official

Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief

Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker-absent

Jim Miller, Public Works Director

Leanne Whitener             
Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari
CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the April 18, 2011 meeting; claims checks numbered 3330-3399, in the amount of $206,414.28; and April 2011 payroll checks numbered 3195, 3196, 3275-3329, in the amount of $240,688.48. As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1709-2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Street Fund-P.U.D. Refund to T.I.B-Ross Canyon

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve Ordinance 1709.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

              Ordinance 1710-2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-C.E. Fund-Shared Expenditures for Park                      



Restroom

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1710.  Member Whitener expressed concerns that it appeared there had been some work done on this restroom facility near the Dance Pavilion, yet Council has not approved this ordinance that appropriates the City share of funding for the project.  Member DeCesari asked if they have been given permission by the City.  Public Works Director Miller stated he will take responsibility for allowing the Tribe to sight the project and put in some plumbing material.  He thought the project had been approved since it is in the Comprehensive Park Plan and noted it had been brought to a Council Committee over a year ago, although he was not sure why it was not acted upon.  Members Foth, Sackman and DeCesari agreed with Member Whitener that the project should not have begun until Council gave their approval for the City’s portion of the funding by passing this Ordinance.  Member DeCesari added that this action seems to put less emphasis on the City’s participation.  Member Whitener stated she is concerned with the timing of this expenditure, as Council made significant cuts to the Current Expense budget for 2011, and the fund balance is continuing to drop. After more discussion on the origin of the Tribal funding and their timeline, and no comments from the audience, Council voted on the motion.  Members Foth, Clark, Goebel and Sackman voted aye; Members DeCesari and Whitener voted nay. The motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Approval of Fireworks Permit-Jack Hughes-Burger King Parking Lot

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve the fireworks stand permit for Jack Hughes.  Fire Chief Bowling stated Mr. Hughes had complied with all City requirements.  As there were no further questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Approval of Fireworks Permit-Omak Swim Team-WalMart Parking Lot

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve the fireworks stand permit for Omak Swim Team.  Fire Chief Bowling noted they have also complied with City requirements.  As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Ordinance 1711-1st Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Water Fund-Appropriation for OWP#2 Repairs

City Administrator Malone told Council this ordinance appropriates $285,000 from the Water Reserve Fund to the Water Fund, for the engineers’ estimated cost to repair the OWP#2 well and pump.  He noted they are still working on the June 1st deadline to get the well back on line and it will produce an estimated 2,000 gallons per minute.  Public Works Director Miller added that since the pump has been down, the City has had four instances where there was only four hours of water available to the City and repairs were made within four hours.

Resolution 21-2011 – Approve Bid and Contract for 2011 Mosquito Spraying

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 21-2011.  Public Works Director Miller told Council they had received one bid and it was from the new owner of Okanogan Air Service, Gravel Flat Crop Dusting.  The bid is for the same amount as 2010 and 2009, with the same conditions and requirements.  After some discussion on the possibility and timing of flooding this year, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 22-2011 – Approve Low Bid and Contract for City Shop Door Renovations

Member Whitener moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 22-2011.  Public Works Director Miller told Council the City Shop door needs to be widened to accommodate the Vactor truck and any large equipment purchased in the future.  Equipment has become larger and the shop is an older building that needed this renovation.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Scope of Work Necessary to Comply with Corp of Engineers’ Levee Maintenance Requirements

Public Works Director Miller stated a recent examination of the City’s levees by the U.S. Corps of Engineers, has resulted in several unacceptable situations of building and vegetation penetration along the dike.  An action plan is necessary to resolve the issues and he has engaged Gray & Osborne to review the issues.  There may be geo-technical wells that have to be drilled to determine the internal integrity of the levee system.  G&O have estimated costs to be as high as $500,000 to resolve the issues and keep the levee certified by the Corp.  He does not know what the Corps’ time line is, but is must be surveyed for encroachment issues and right-of-way property lines.  There are at least six P.U.D. poles that must be relocated (at their expense).  Without a certified levee system, adjacent property owners will be forced to purchase flood insurance at a high annual cost.  He and Fire Chief Bowling will be meeting on Tuesday with municipal and County representatives to prepare a plan in case of flooding, and Mr. Miller will ask the FEMA engineer also attending, to walk the levee with him for more input.  Mr. Miller added he will be  mindful of the technical suggestions from the engineers to assure the cost is fair. City Administrator Malone noted one of the most difficult tasks in the levee project will be contacting all the adjacent property owners and making sure they are aware of the limitations regarding vegetation and buildings near the levee.  Citizen Vern Haase stated he had experience with a levee system while living in Skagit County and there is always the concern that something will come through the levee and compromise its strength.

Resolution 23-2011 – Amendment #7-G&O Contract-Phase 1 Sewer Project Side Sewers and Design

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 23-2011.  City Administrator Malone told Council this is an amendment to the general engineering services contract with Gray & Osborne specific to the design and placement of side sewers for Phase 1 of the Sewer Replacement Project.  He felt it is a good idea to develop a plan now, including relocating sewer lines that are buried deep under an alley and re-routing the lines under a City street.  As there were no questions from Council, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Resolution 24-2011 – Amendment #8-G&O Contract-Rehabilitation of OWP#2 Well

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve Resolution 24-2011.  City Administrator Malone stated this is another amendment to the general engineering services contract with Gray & Osborne, centered around the rehabilitation of the OWP#2 well and pump.  He noted some of the work had already been done, necessitated by the urgent need to repair the well.  He added that funding for this project is appropriated through Ordinance 1711.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Clark, representing the Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC), told Council the Committee is nearly finished with the draft document.  They will email the draft agreement to the City Clerk and City Administrator for comments and the opportunity to ask questions.  The final document should be completed by July 1 this year.  As Chairman of the Personnel Committee, Member Clark stated they had been asked by Assistant Public Works Director McDaniel to recommend a grade increase for public works employee Mike Cusick from Grade 2 to Grade 1.  Mr. Cusick has worked for the City for 5 ½ years and is a valued, competent employee.  Supervisors in the public works and clerical departments are required to seek Council approval to promote employees to the Grade 1 pay status, the highest paid position within their pay schedules.  Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve the advancement of employee Mike Cusick to a Grade 1 pay status according to the current public works labor contract, effective May 1, 2011.   After some clarification on the structure of the pay grade system, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Staff Reports:


Police Chief Schreckengast told Council he will be changing radio band width from broadband to narrowband this week with the assistance of Scott Miller from the County Emergency Services.  The change is required by 2013, and Fire Chief Bowling noted he was also having the conversion this week.  


Public Works Director Miller told Council he had resigned from his position with the City and accepted a position with Boeing, and his last day will be May 13th  He had emailed the Councilmembers thanking them for their time, noting they have been excellent to work with in the two years he has spent with the City.  He added he is not unhappy with his position with the City, but has been presented with an opportunity he cannot pass up.  He plans to prioritize his last two weeks in completing the OWP well renovations and working out any problems that come up for the Sewer Treatment Plant project.


Councilmembers generally welcomed Building Official Dalton and wished Mr. Miller good luck in his endeavors with Boeing.


Member Goebel told Council the Veterans assistance bus will only run one more time on May 19th, because of the opening of the Veterans wing at North Valley Hospital.  He has asked Member Foth to assist in putting together a banner thanking the group that has traveled to Omak for many years to assist veterans.  He suggested bringing the banner to the next Council meeting for all to sign.


Public Works Director Miller added that along with informing Council of his resignation through an email, he had made certain recommendations he hoped they would approve.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 PM.


____________________________


______________________________

Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          May 2, 2011


