

OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                     May 16, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official

Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief

Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker


Todd McDaniel, Interim Public Works Director

Leanne Whitener             
Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari
CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the May 2, 2011 meeting and claims checks numbered 3400, 3403-3471, in the amount of $198,131.22.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
CORRESPONDENCE AND MAYOR’S REPORT:


Mayor Gagne informed Council that Member Lew Goebel had been approved by the County Commissioners to serve on the Okanogan County Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters (LEOFF) Disability Board.  His term starts immediately and he will serve until January 1, 2013.  She told Council the first appearance of the Community Centennial float at the Oroville May Festival Parade earned a second place trophy.  She noted past Fire Chief Cal Bowling served as the engineer and was a good sport about the costume he was given.  She also mentioned the Latina Cinco De Mayo festival appeared to be a success in Civic League Park over the weekend.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1711-2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Water Fund-for the OWP#2 Capital Repairs

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Ordinance 1711.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

NEW BUSINESS:

Doug McClure-Park Request and Blanket Vendor Permit-WA State Trappers Association

Since Mr. McClure had not yet arrived, Mayor Gagne went on to the next agenda item.

Special Request for Events During the Centennial and All Class Reunion Celebrations

Sherry Watts, representing the All Class Reunion organizers, gave Council an agenda for the many activities scheduled for July 22 through the 24th Reunion, running in conjunction with the Centennial Celebrations.  She reviewed the schedule of activities and told Council classmates ranging from graduates of 1933 through 2004 will be attending the reunion.  Ms. Watts showed Council a suggested setup for the area around the Dance Pavilion for the dance scheduled on Saturday night, July 23rd. Ms. Watts told Council the Okanogan Eagles Lodge is planning to run the Beer/Wine Garden and there was general discussion regarding the placement of the picnic tables and fencing for alcohol consumption.  Police Chief Schreckengast invited Ms. Watts to contact him to finalize the details. After a lengthy discussion, Member Clark moved to allow the various uses requested for these combined celebrations.  Motion was seconded by Member Cariker, and Members Cariker, DeCesari, Whitener, Clark, Goebel and Sackman vote aye.  Member Foth abstained due to his involvement in the festivities.  Motion carried.


Doug McClure-Park Request and Blanket Vendor Permit-WA State Trappers Association


Mayor called upon Doug McClure to explain his request for park use and a blanket vendor permit.  Mr. McClure stated the Washington State Trappers Association has an annual celebration that is usually held in Cashmere, but they would like to meet in Omak this year, August 26, 27 and 28. They are celebrating the 150th year of the Caribou Trail cattle drives and the 200th year of fur trading in this area. They plan to have various food and miscellaneous item vendors, all related to the trapper venue. His group plans many events throughout the weekend, including some within the arena grounds.  He has contacted the Omak Stampede for those events.  He requested Council permission to allow tents and recreational vehicles to set up in the Triangle Park, near the Stampede office.  Council discussed the cost for the camping fees and agreed to charge the $15 standard tenting fee that is paid at the RV Park.  Mr. McClure assured Council his group would be responsible for collection of those fees and will remit them to the City.  After some discussion, Member Cariker moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to allow the requested park uses, including charging $15 per night for campers setting up at the Triangle Park.  As there were no further questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Ordinance 1712-1st Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Sewer Fund-Treatment Plant Upgrade

City Administrator Malone told Council this appropriation is a result of the bids that were received for the Sewer Treatment Plant Upgrade Project.  Bids were opened on May 4th, and they all came in over the engineer’s estimate.  In addition to the construction contract costs, it is estimated there will be an additional $135,000 in Construction Inspection and Contract Administration expenses charged by the consultants for the project.  The City asked Gray & Osborne if it would be possible to award the contract and then negotiate Change Orders removing some elements of the work that had been included in the base bid.  It was determined that would be a viable approach and it was also determined that the items that were deleted from the Treatment Plant upgrades could be completed at a later date as part of Phase 2 of the Sewer Collection System Rehabilitation as they concern the inflow area of the plant.  G&O agreed that the proposed strategy would allow reduction in the contract price, and recommended that the contract be awarded by the Council at the next meeting, along with adoption of this supplemental appropriation of $95,000 to fully fund the revised project scope.  Mr. Malone told Council that there was sufficient revenue in the Sewer Fund to accommodate this appropriation. The new sewer rates are generating the revenues necessary to allow this appropriation and still have an estimated Ending Fund Balance of approximately $500,000.  He reminded Council some of the funding we had been given must be used by March 2012, and appropriating the additional $95,000 now will assure completion of the project.  Member Foth, Chairman of the Water/Sewer Committee, told Council they had met on this issue and approved this option. 

Resolution 26-2011 – Approve Airport Aid Application to WSDOT-Aviation Division

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 26-2011.  City Administrator Malone stated this application is to the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), Aviation Division, who would provide one half the funding the City is responsible for to complete the Airport Improvement Project.  An application had been completed in 2010 for this project, but the FAA did not approve the contract.  WSDOT suggested the City re-apply to keep the documentation current for this year.  The City and WSDOT would each put in $24,000 for the project.  After some discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 28-2011 – Approve Bid and Contract for the Airport Improvement Project

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve Resolution 28-2011.  City Administrator Malone gave Council the good news that this is a project in which the bids came in under the engineer’s estimate, and there is adequate funding in place to complete it.  The City’s engineering firm for the airport, USKH, recommends acceptance of the low bid from Selland Construction, to include the base bid and all related Schedules.  Once there is Council authorization in place, the contract is submitted to the FAA.  If approved, construction will begin this summer.  Mr. Malone recommended Council authorize this contract. As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 25-2011 – Approve Revisions to Kettle Valley Industrial Wastewater User Contract

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve Resolution 25-2011.  Interim Public Works Director McDaniel told Council revisions to this contract include acknowledgement of a name change  in the company from Kettle Valley Dried Fruit Company, to SunOpta Fruit Group; changes in the ownership and maintenance of the discharge equipment; and deleting the quoted charges, rather noting that costs would be found on the City’s current Fee Schedule.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 27-2011 – Revise City Fee Schedule-Update Building Permit Fees

Member Whitener moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Resolution 27-2011.  Building Official Dalton told Council this resolution was done to correct typos and update fees found in the City Fee Schedule Building Permit Fees calculation.  After a few questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Foth, Chairman of the Water/Sewer Committee, told Council they had met regarding a high usage water bill for Barbara Beckley who lives at 510 W. First.  Mrs. Beckley was informed in mid-March of high water usage.  She discovered a leaking stand pipe in her yard and had it repaired.  The April 15 meter read showed an even higher water use and when she was contacted again, it resulted in a major repair of her water lines, including plumbers and a backhoe.  Mrs. Beckley is a senior citizen and lives on a limited income. She had been trying to pay what she could but was unable to get ahead of the resulting high utility bill.  She requested a meeting with the Water/Sewer Committee, asking for the one-time reduction in her utility bill as she has now corrected the problem.  Member Foth stated the Committee allowed a reduction to both her March and April bills, noting she had thought the leak had been fixed in March.   Member Foth moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to allow the agreed upon, one-time reduction in Mrs. Beckley’s water bill.  Motion carried.

Member Cariker, Chairperson of the Sanitation/Public Health Committee, told Council they had reviewed a problem in the garbage billing to Omak School District.  City Administrator Malone explained that in October 2007, the School District had a large dumpster on their property to assist in their major construction project.  There was some confusion in the communication among the City, Sunrise Disposal, and the School District. Our records show a second dumpster was brought to the School, when, in fact, the original dumpster was just moved from one location to another.  Last month, the maintenance person at the School noticed they were being charged for the two dumpsters and everyone began investigating the situation.  As it turns out, no one has a clear record of the exchange.  The Clerk’s office calculated the over-charge to the District to be just under $40,000 and overpayment to Sunrise Disposal was just over $32,000 within the period of January 2008 and March 2011.  After conversations with all parties involved, the end result is to reduce the monthly payment to Sunrise by $5,000 per month until the overpayment is satisfied, and City administration will bring an ordinance to Council appropriating the repayment expenditure to the School District.  As a result of this error, Sunrise has audited the location, type and sizes of their services provided to the City, the City will be more diligent in our communication and record keeping to Sunrise, and the School District will keep closer track of what kind of garbage services they require.  The City will be able to submit a request to the State to be credited with overpayment of the Refuse Collection Tax.  The net loss to Omak is approximately $6,200.  Member Cariker told Council her Committee agreed to this action.

Member Whitener, Chairperson of the Street Committee, stated they had met with School Bus Garage Supervisor Dan Wood.  Mr. Wood would like to place flashing school zone warning lights along Robinson Canyon Road to warn drivers when children are present near North Omak School.  He is not sure what type the power source would be on the lights, but feels the cost to the City would be $200 annually at most.  In discussing when the lights should be flashing, Police Chief Schreckengast noted they can only be on during certain hours when children are present.  Member Whitener stated the Committee agreed to the basic proposal, and Mr. Wood will return to the Committee with more information before implementing the warning signal.

Staff Reports:


Building Official Dalton told Council building permit activity has increased recently.  The Big R Store is moving dirt and he feels they will be digging trenches and placing footings within two weeks.  The Pioneer Lane Apartments are ready to lay asphalt.  City Administrator Malone noted City Attorney Howe is preparing an annexation that will incorporate a portion of Shumway Road that was not annexed into the City in error.


Fire Chief Bowling stated the new fire truck will be released from South Carolina on June 13th, driven to Yakima and once several items on a punch list are fixed, it should be in Omak in July.  Chief Bowling told Council he is moving forward with the plans and bid call for renovations to the Fire Hall door in preparation for the new truck.    He, the public works department and police department have been in close contact with Okanogan County Emergency Services regarding the possibility of the Okanogan River flooding.  He feels the City has a plan in place.  There is a significant and unusually high snow pack in the mountains with a high water content.  The Corps of Engineer representative suggested Omak declare an emergency at this Council meeting because there may be flooding problems before the next meeting, June 6th.  He added that if the City has the emergency declaration in place when the Corp of Engineers is called, the Corps takes action and brings in equipment and material at no cost to the City to repair the levee.  Chief Bowling described the plan the City has, adding there is a certain point of action that determines contacting the Corps.  Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Foth, to allow Mayor Gagne to declare an emergency once the City is having flooding issues.  It was noted that once an agreement is signed with the Corps of Engineers, they will need notice of a day or two. After a brief discussion clarifying the timing for the declaration, Member Sackman amended his motion to authorize Mayor Gagne to declare an emergency when there is imminent danger of flooding in Omak.  Member Foth seconded the amended motion. As there was no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the amended motion.  There was discussion regarding the best way to get word out to the public when flooding is an imminent threat.

Interim Public Works Director McDaniel told Council he is dealing with shifting some responsibilities within the Public Works crew, but that all active projects are moving forward.


City Administrator Malone stated that the sudden resignation of Jim Miller has caused some major shuffling of duties within the pubic works department, and he has asked Todd McDaniel to serve as Interim Public Works Director.  Mr. McDaniel has agreed.  Mr. Malone stated he is not going to actively advertise the Public Works Director’s position at this time, there are too many projects in the works, and they are all steadily moving forward.  
Member Clark asked Council that if the City is prepared to surplus the old ladder truck, can they give Chief Bowling permission to begin the process, subject to the successful placement of the new truck.  Member Clark so moved, seconded by Member Cariker.  Motion carried.

Member Goebel reminded Council that Thursday morning, May 19th, is the last day the Veterans Services bus will be in Okanogan.  Member Goebel has done all he can to notify the public and to honor these people. He has arranged for an appreciation gathering along with plaque presentations by Mayor Gagne.  He invited all present to attend, between 11 AM and noon, and suggested that everyone sign a banner he had brought to Council that will be hung at the gathering.


As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:29 PM.


____________________________


______________________________

Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          May 16, 2011


