



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                  March 21, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief

Steve Clark


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief

Lew Goebel


James Miller, Public Works Director
Nattalie Cariker-absent

Ralph Malone, City Administrator

Leanne Whitener             
Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk

John Sackman



Dino DeCesari

CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the March 7, 2011 meeting and claims checks numbered 3027-3061, 3070-3074, in the amount of $118,112.13.  Claim check numbers 3062-3069 and 3047 are voided. As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT:


Mayor Gagne requested Council approval to appoint and re-appoint citizens to the Park Board, the Library Board and the Hotel/Motel Committee.  The list of appointees is attached to these minutes.  Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve the appointments.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Mayor Gagne requested Council approval to designate Saturday, April 16, 2011, as Spring Clean-up Day in Omak.  Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the Mayor’s request.  As there was no discussion by Council and no questions from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Mayor Gagne requested Public Works Director Miller introduce the engineer from Gray & Osborne.  Mr. Miller introduced Scott Smith as the project engineer in charge of the Omak Avenue sidewalk project. Mr. Smith narrated a PowerPoint presentation regarding the project.  This project is mainly funded through a Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) grant, with a 5% City funding match.  He told Council they will be designing the 1,950 linear foot project to be constructed on the north side of Omak Avenue, from the Eastside Elementary School to the Visitor’s Information Center.  There will be curbing, a rock planting strip and five foot sidewalk.  He noted that one third of the projects requesting TIB funding were granted, and constructing this sidewalk now will place Omak in a more competitive position to receive funding to complete the sidewalk construction to the central business district in the future.  The project is $240,000 with Omak participating with $12,000.  They plan to advertise for bids by the end of May and begin construction in July, with completion scheduled for the end of September.  The sidewalk will be Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant and there are only three adjacent property owners, which should make rights-of-way acquisition less time consuming.  There are issues with a down-ward slope of the property near the Omak Stampede Apartments, and a retaining wall may be constructed along that portion of the sidewalk.  There was discussion regarding the sidewalk that would be under the Highway 97 over pass.  Mr. Smith noted they will be working with the School to build the sidewalk in front of and at the entrance to the school property, and there are a few utility poles that will need to be relocated.  Citizen Mary Henrie asked that the handicap sidewalk ramps be carefully considered and Mr. Smith assured her that one of the main goals of this project is to make the project ADA compliant and all intersections will have these ramps. Public Works Director Miller expressed concern regarding the timing of the project scheduled during the Omak Stampede, the second weekend in August.  City Administrator Malone stated the construction simply could not be going on adjacent to the Eastside Park between August 7th and August 15th due to the thousands of rodeo participants and huge influx of traffic during that time.  It was suggested that if the project cannot begin early enough to not interfere with the Stampede, they start just after Stampede and begin at the school to have that part completed before the school year begins.  It was agreed that the project should go out to bid as soon as possible and completed by the end of the first week in August. Mr. Smith assured Council his company will do the best they can and if they can get cooperation from all agencies involved, they may be able to get the project started early enough. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Anna Lyon-Okanogan County Weed Board – 2011 Programs

Mayor Gagne told Council the Weed Board representative had cancelled and will re-schedule at a later time.

Resolution 14-2011 – Request to Change Phone System Provider to Qwest

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 14-2011.  City Clerk Lobdell explained that there are 36 phone lines the City uses to carry out its day-to-day operations.  Our current provider, PAETEC, does not provide a one-call, immediate repair service, whether a problem in the phone line is inside the building or outside the building.  Qwest has contacted the City and wants to take over providing phone services, which means it would not matter where the problem is, they would take care of all repairs with one phone call.  They are offering two months of free service, which amounts to approximately $3,600, and offer a 20% discount for the next three years on the basic phone line costs.  A comparison of current services and Qwest’s offer proved to be $285 less per month with Qwest.  City administration and department heads have been involved in this decision and agree to the change.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Ordinance 1704-1st Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Hotel/Motel Fund-Centennial Celebration Funding

City Administrator Malone stated that in reviewing how the City could help to promote the Centennial Celebrations that will continue all year, it was suggested constructing a community float on the float chassis already owned by the City.  It could be taken to various celebrations around the area to promote Omak’s activities.  Mayor Gagne suggested a locomotive theme and a basic idea has been drawn up.  Mr. Malone stated he had reviewed the revenue in the Hotel/Motel Fund and we have $5,300 more than anticipated.  This ordinance authorizes $2,000 from the Hotel/Motel revenue to be used for construction, advertising and maintenance of the float.  Reimbursement costs would be through the Omak Chamber of Commerce Centennial Committee.  Member Foth, chairman of the Hotel/Motel Committee, noted they are in favor of this allocation.  

Resolution 15-2011 – Approve Okanogan County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 15-2011.  Police Chief Schreckengast reminded Council they had been presented with the County’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan at the last Council meeting. This Resolution adopts that Plan, with the addition of a sentence referring to the Omak Police Department’s operating procedures for unusual occurrences in Omak. Member Goebel stated the Police/Fire Committee supports adoption of this plan with the additional Police Department stipulation. After a short discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Personnel Committee:


Member Clark, chairman of the Personnel Committee, reported they had met with administrative staff regarding Resolution 11-2011, passed at the lat meeting and concerning the hiring of retirees.  The Committee now has a better understanding of the revisions and support the Resolution as passed.


Parks/Cemetery Committee:

Member Sackman, chairman of the Park/Cemetery Committee, told Council they had met regarding the restroom facility the Colville Confederated Tribe has proposed to construct west of the Dance Pavilion in Eastside Park.  The Tribe’s cost will be approximately $200,000 and the City needs to provide water, sewer and electrical connections.  The Omak-Okanogan Rotary Club may be in a position to donate funds to this project to assist in the City’s costs for utilities.  There will be a meeting Tuesday at noon in the Breadline to discuss this issue.  Member Sackman stated the parking issue at the Oak Street Park seems to be handled.  Fire Chief Bowling has met with Jason Bauer representing the girls Omak-Okanogan Softball League, and they found a field in Eastside Park that may be used for at least practices this year and could be developed for games next season.  Oak Street Park users are being encouraged to park at the North School parking lot and walk down to the games.  City Administrator Malone told Council an ordinance is being written to incorporate the fire lane on the North Cascades Athletics property into the Omak Municipal Code book.  This will allow police and fire to enforce the fire lane designation.  Member Goebel, chairman of the Police/Fire Committee, stated they agree with the outcome of this issue.

Police/Fire Committee:

Member Goebel stated his Committee had also met with Fire Chief Bowling and administrative staff regarding the possible purchase of a new ladder truck.  Fire Chief Bowling told Council he had located a truck in South Carolina and Omak is first in line to purchase it.  It is a 2003, 75 foot ladder truck with 50,000 miles on it, for $431,000.  The company will not release the truck until May and Chief Bowling stated all the information he has received on the truck has been positive.  He and City mechanic Jim Rehm would need to travel to South Carolina to see the truck, and the cost of that would be borne by the company selling it if we purchase the truck.  He added that one of the bay doors at the Fire Hall would also have to be raised to accommodate the truck, and he had an engineer’s estimate in 2009 of $60,000 to do that, adding the plans have already been completed and it is ready to go out for bid.  He noted the cost for this truck new would be $700,000 plus tax.  He reminded Council that the City Capital Facilities Plan ranks the replacement of the City’s current ladder truck as number three out of sixty capital projects.  The company will also deliver the truck from South Carolina at their cost.

City Administrator Malone told Council the truck would be purchased out of the Current Expense Fund. There is funding available from the State Treasurer’s L.O.C.A.L. funds which was the option used to purchase the rescue truck and the north grandstands.  The annual payment will be $55,000 to $60,000 for a 10 year period, interest would be 4-5% and the funds would be received from the State before then end of this year.  Once received, the revenue would be placed back into the Current Expense fund. There was a lengthy discussion regarding funding for the truck and the fire door, surplus of the current truck which was purchased new in 1974, and the public’s perception of increasing sewer rates and then purchasing a new fire truck.  City Administrator Malone told Council he would place the debt payment in the 2012 budget, (no payment in 2011) and although they struggled with the budget process this year, he feels revenue will be higher this year than last, and there are several positive revenue-generating projects on the horizon.  Member Whitener moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to authorize the purchase of the 2003 ladder truck and go forward with the renovations to the Fire Hall door.  As there was no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted.  Member Sackman voted nay; Members Foth, DeCesari, Whitener, Clark and Goebel voted aye.  Motion carried.  Member Clark moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to allow out-of-state travel to South Carolina for Fire Chief Bowling and City mechanic Jim Rehm.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted.  Member Sackman voted nay; Members Foth, DeCesari, Whitener, Clark and Goebel voted aye.  Motion carried.  


Citizen Mary Henrie asked if there was a real need for a new fire truck.  City Administrator Malone stated the current vehicle is worn out, and with the large commercial stores and multi-family complexes the City has, there is a need for a more powerful and effective fire fighting tool.

Member Goebel stated the Committee also met with Public Works Director Miller regarding Omak’s levy system.  The Army Corps of Engineers has issued a directive to clear portions of the levy between the Central Avenue Bridge and KOMW Radio Station that do not comply with the levy regulations.  City Administrator Malone and Attorney Howe will be putting together a letter to contiguous property owners explaining the restrictions on the dike.  Public Works Director Miller is developing an action plan and will report back to Council in three months.  Member DeCesari noted that if the levy is certified by the Corps of Engineers, they will cover any damage resulting from failure of the levy.   

Staff Reports:


Public Works Director Miller told Council he has a solution for the OWP Well #2 and it turns out to be simpler than was first anticipated.  He stated he expects to make the goal of June 1st for the City’s ability to meet its production needs.

City Clerk Lobdell told Council Deputy Clerk Thomas is attending the Washington Municipal Clerks’ Conference in Vancouver, WA.  Attendance at an annual conference, while beneficial in networking with other cities and clerks, is essential in her ultimate goal of achieving her “Certified Municipal Clerk” status, highly respected in the municipal community.  She has been working on it for several years and it is a series of points accumulated through participation in several growth oriented activities.


Public Works Director Miller noted he had been asked by Pete Palmer of the Colville Confederated Tribes if they can put out garbage dumpsters in east Omak in conjunction with the Spring Clean-up in April.  After some discussion on who would pay the cost of the dumpsters and noting the Spring Clean-up is centered upon natural yard waste, it was agreed that coordinating the two efforts may not work.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.


____________________________


______________________________

Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          March 21, 2011


