

OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                     June 20, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official

Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief

Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker


Todd McDaniel, Interim Public Works Director

Leanne Whitener-absent             Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari
CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the June 6, 2011 meeting and claims checks numbered 3611-3665, in the amount of $259,179.15.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
CITIZEN COMMENTS:


Citizen Vern Haase approached Council regarding a project he has been working on for the Carl Precht Memorial RV Park.  He has developed a map of the RV spots to eventually have an informational pamphlet printed for visitors.  He stated it will be paid for by advertisers and he hopes to have the Chronicle print it later this week.
PUBLIC HEARING:


Water System Comprehensive Plan – Jim Bricel, P.E. for Gray & Osborne


Mayor Gagne opened the public hearing at 7:03 PM.  Jim Bricel, engineer for Gray & Osborne (G&O), told Council he was at this meeting to review the final Water Comprehensive Plan, as an informational meeting for the City water consumers.  Once the Plan has been adopted by Council, G&O will submit it to the Department of Health (DOH).  He reminded Council the draft Plan had been submitted to the City in February this year.  The draft had then been submitted to the DOH and Department of Ecology (DOE), and their comments have been incorporated into this final document.  Mr. Bricel noted the Council approved final document must be submitted to and approved by the DOH by August 1, 2011, for the City to qualify for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) funding.  He made a PowerPoint presentation, reviewing the document and specifically the chapters on System Analysis, Capital Improvement Program and Capital Improvement Financing.  Mr. Bricel mentioned that with the OWP#2 well down for a few months for rehabilitation, and just the Eastside Well in production, the City may have to ask residents to use the even/odd irrigation requirements during the peak irrigation demand season.  He noted the Public Works Trust Fund (PWTF) has placed the funding application for the Apple and Kenwood Wells and an additional well on the Westside of town on their short list, for a $2.4 million funding request.  Council discussed Omak’s water rates compared to other entities, the natural mineral concentration found in water systems, and the order of the Capital Improvement Projects in the Plan and how they will be approached.  City Administrator Malone stated the City will approach each project based on priorities and available funding, and the numerical list in the Capital Improvements List does not indicate the order each project will be done. Member Foth, Chairman of the Water Committee, stated they had discussed items 1) OWP#2 Rehabilitation, 2) Apple, Kenwood & East Omak Park Well Chlorination, 3) OWP#3 Connection, and 6) Westside Well from the Capital Improvements List. As there was no further Council discussion and no comments from the audience, Mayor Gagne closed the hearing at 7:34 PM, and thanked Mr. Bricel for his presentation.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1713-2nd Reading – Amend 2011 Budget-C.E.-L.O.C.A.L. Loan Reimbursement-Fire Truck

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1713.  As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Ordinance 1714-2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-C.E.-Fire Hall Door Renovations

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1714.  As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

NEW BUSINESS:

Jim Rowland – Lobbyist for Omak – Legislative Update

Mr. Rowland introduced himself to Council, stating he had served as Omak’s Legislative lobbyist for the past five years. He explained the Legislative process, noting Omak has received many funding benefits in the past few years.  He stated the Public Works Trust Fund remaining whole and not becoming part of the General Fund was not looking positive for quite some time during this Legislative process, but was still intact when the Legislature adjourned in June.  He thanked Mayor Gagne and City Administrator Malone for traveling to Olympia early in 2011 to meet with Legislators on behalf of keeping the PWTF funding available for the essential infrastructure projects around the State.  He noted that the collapse of the Dewberry sewer line brought the need for the PWTF funding to the attention of the Legislature and felt it was the catalyst that kept the fund intact. Mr. Rowland told Council over $324 million in PWTF funds were secured, including $7 million to Omak for the Sewer Replacement Project.  The funds will be available by July 22, 2011.  After a few questions from Council, Mr. Rowland thanked Council for their time.  Member Sackman told Council a staff member from Senator Linda Evans Parlette’s office had attended the transportation meeting in Wenatchee the past week, and she confirmed that Mr. Rowland’s lobbying efforts were crucial to keeping the PWTF loan program whole. 

Request for Approval from Omak Stampede, Inc, to Operate Beer Gardens with Several Events

Mayor Gagne noted corrections to the hours of operation for the beer gardens as listed in the agenda.  The correct hours of operation are listed in the request from the Omak Stampede, Inc. (attached) Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve the hours of operation for beer gardens at various events to be held in the Stampede Arena, as listed in their request..  As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Set Date for 2012-2017 Six Year Street Transportation Improvement Plan Public Hearing

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to schedule a public hearing for the 2012-2017 Six Year Street Transportation Improvement Plan for Tuesday, July 5, 2011 at 7:00 PM.  As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 37-2011 – Approve Interlocal Agreement with City of Oroville-Mosquito Spraying

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 37-2011.  City Administrator Malone told Council the Clerk/Treasurer from the City of Oroville had contacted him requesting inclusion in Omak and Okanogan’s mosquito spraying bid.  Mr. Malone noted cities are allowed by State statute to join together in the procurement process and the contractor has agreed to include Oroville at the same price he quoted Omak and Okanogan. After a few questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Resolution 38-2011 – Accept 2011 Dewberry Emergency Sewer Line Repair as Complete

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Resolution 38-2011.  City Administrator Malone told Council the project is complete, all required documentation has been satisfied, and the City is ready to submit a “Notice of Completion” to the State.  The Notice is the last step in the process and the City can then release the retainage to Tollefson Construction.  As there were no questions, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Ordinance 1715 – 1st Reading – Amend 2011 Budget – C.E. and Garbage Funds-Omak School Distr.

City Administrator Malone told Council this is an issue mentioned to them regarding over-charging Omak School District and over-paying Sunrise Disposal for garbage services.  The net cost to the City will be $3,520 from the Current Expense Fund and $2,681 from the Garbage Fund.

Approval of Final Water System Comprehensive Plan

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve the final Water System Comprehensive Plan, as presented by the engineering firm of Gray & Osborne.  As there were no questions or comments from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  


Resolution 34-2011 – Approve Contract Award for Eastside Park Restroom Utilities Installation

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 34-2011.  Interim Public Works Director McDaniel told Council this bid was for 608 feet of sewer line connecting the new restrooms to the City sewer system. He stated two bids were received and Colville Tribal Service Corporation had the low bid of $28,928.22, close to the engineering estimate.   When asked if the facility will be working by August, Mr. McDaniel answered potentially.  He added the City will be providing the water connection and conduits for power, and the P.U.D. complete the power connection for approximately $1,200.  After a few questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.



Resolution 35-2011 – Approve Contract for OWP#2-Equipping Well

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve Resolution 35-2011.  Interim Public Works Director McDaniel stated two bids were submitted for equipping the well, and Irrigation Technology & Control, Inc. gave the low bid of $92,051.19.  Equipping the well is expected to be 200 days out, after the rehabilitation is completed.  There were a few questions regarding the original timing of this project.  After some discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Resolution 36-2011 – Approve Contract for OWP#2-Well Rehabilitation


Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 36-2011.  Interim Public Works Director McDaniel told Council only one bidder, Schneider Equipment, Inc., submitted a bid and it was in the amount of $96,913.85.  He stated part of the delay on this project was in completing the design phase, adding that overall, the two bids came in lower than the total estimated cost.  After a few questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Resolution 39-2011 – Approve Surplus of the Camel Vacuum Truck

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 39-2011.  Interim Public Works Director McDaniel stated the 1992 Camel Vacuum Truck is worn out and of no use to the City.  He would like to look for the right kind of auction for this type of equipment and possibly get $20,000 for it.  As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Resolution 40-2011– Approve Amendment #10 to the G&O Contract-Sewer Treatment Plant Upgrade


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 40-2011.  Interim Public Works Director McDaniel told Council this amendment to the original general engineering contract with Gray & Osborne is to provide construction inspection and contract administration for the Wastewater Treatment Facility Construction Project.  After some discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Sackman told Council about the RTPO, RC&D and EDD meetings he attended the past week. 

Staff Reports:


Building Official Dalton told Council the Pioneer Lane Apartments have a scheduled completion date of July 1st, the Big R contractor has concrete in the ground and will be putting up steel soon, and the Mexican restaurant in Omache Shopping Center is at the drywall stage of renovations. Valley Medical Radiology will begin renovations shortly and the Children’s Montessori School on Jasmine will be bringing in remodel plans soon.  The Pine Meadows Apartments, to be located behind Omak Ace Hardware, will begin construction in October.  When asked by Member DeCesari what he is doing when he states in his department report that he spends time researching municipal codes, Mr. Dalton answered it is a common practice in the building field to continually review building and safety codes to keep the codes current that the City operates under.

Fire Chief Bowling told Council the new fire truck broke down in South Dakota on its way to Yakima from South Carolina.  He felt this was fortunate for us because the cost of those repairs is not the City’s responsibility.  The truck is repaired, back on the road and expected to arrive in Yakima soon. 


Police Chief Schreckengast told Council he has found paint peeling on a second Crown Vic patrol car.  It looks like re-painting the car will be covered by Ford.  

Interim Public Works Director McDaniel stated the last two weeks have been hard on the operation of the Sewer Treatment Plant but as of this date, they are back on normal shifts and will be hauling solids soon.  He reported a water line leak on Okoma Drive that will be repaired the next day and he does not feel it is a big problem.  

Mr. McDaniel told Council he had recently found out it did not look like the showers in the new restroom facility are coin operated.  He spoke to the supplier who does not recall that being part of the order and the only way to make them coin operated at this point is to retro-fit them at an approximate cost of $8,000-$10,000.  He asked for direction from Council.  Member Foth asked how far under the estimated cost did the bid come in for the sewer connection, and City Administrator Malone stated $10,000.  Mayor Gagne told Council this issue had just been brought up at the staff meeting that morning and she felt it imperative Council be informed.  After a brief discussion, Member Sackman moved that if the showers in the facility are not coin operated, the City should not provide water to the showers.  Member Foth seconded the motion.  After a lengthy discussion, Council voted.  All Members voted nay and the motion failed.  Member DeCesari moved to not bring the structure inside the City if it is not coin operated.  Member Clark seconded the motion.  City Clerk Lobdell cautioned Council to be careful of taking a strong stand on something that may have been just a misunderstanding because there has been a lot of work done in the past four years to solidify the City and Colville Tribe’s relationship.  Council discussed how far along the project is and what could be done to the piping that is currently in place if the structure is not placed over the water and sewer connections.  Mayor Gagne agreed that the relationship between the City and the Tribe had been worked on diligently and Council may need to be prepared to retro-fit the showers in next year’s budget.  After more discussion, Council voted on the motion.  Member DeCesari voted aye; Members Foth, Cariker, Clark, Goebel and Sackman voted nay and the motion failed.  Council generally agreed to direct Interim Public Works Director McDaniel to obtain more information and see what can be done to resolve this.

City Administrator Malone told Council he wanted it on record that the Water/Sewer Committee had approved a negative Change Order for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project in the amount of $73,080.  He added the Mayor will sign the Change Order and the project will still have $47,000 in contingency funds.


Member Goebel thanked Member Sackman for agreeing to attend the AWC Annual Conference with him this week.  He reminded Council they will have to re-visit what to do about the rabbit population in Eastside Park again soon.  Police Chief Schreckengast stated there were over 30 rabbits at last count.


City Administrator Malone pointed out that Jim Rowland was extremely influential in maintaining the PWTF fund and believes Mr. Rowland was a catalyst in saving the fund for all Washington cities.


As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.

____________________________


______________________________

Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          June 20, 2011


