



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




             Tuesday - July 5, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official

Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief

Lew Goebel


Don Eddy, Police Sergeant
Nattalie Cariker


Todd McDaniel, Interim Public Works Director

Leanne Whitener                         Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari-absent



CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Mayor Gagne asked if there was anyone in the audience who was not on the agenda and wished to address Council.  She recognized Theresa Best, representing the Tribal Encampment Committee, and asked if she would like to speak to Council. Ms. Best asked if there were going to be RV spaces held for use by the Encampment members this year during Stampede, and would it be done at no cost.  She understood that at one time the City allowed three spots at no cost and wondered if that can be arranged again.  City Administrator Malone stated that was done three years ago and when the State audited the City, it was seen as gifting of public funds and mentioned by the Auditors as an unacceptable practice.  Last year there were two spots reserved for the Committee but they were charged. He suggested an intergovernmental agreement this year stating which campsites, for how long, and at what cost.  There was discussion regarding where the Tribal Police and medical aid would be located, noting a space is held for a veterinarian and two for emergency services, but those will be paid for.  After more discussion, it was generally agreed that three spots can be reserved for the Encampment members, but they will have to pay the fees.  Ms. Best stated she will find out when and where they want them and report back to the City.    

CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Whitener moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the June 20, 2011 meeting; June 2011 payroll checks numbered 3609, 3610, 3666-3730, in the amount of $258,294.52; and claims checks numbered 3731-3814, in the amount of $186,376.83.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
CORRESPONDENCE AND MAYOR’S REPORT:

Mayor Gagne showed Council a brochure Mary Henrie brought that has been printed for Dalton/Klessig Park, adding it is very well done and they will be available at City Hall.
PUBLIC HEARING:


Six Year Street Transportation Improvement Plan – 2012-2017

Mayor Gagne opened the public hearing at 7:09 PM.  Member Clark stated he had wondered why the Street Committee had not had a chance to review this Plan. City Administrator Malone told him there were no changes to the Plan adopted last year with a slight adjustment to a proposed sidewalk from Eastside Elementary School and Omak High School.  City Administrator Malone apologized to the Street Committee for not bringing them together to review the Plan, adding there was a timing issue to get the Plan to the State as soon as possible, and confirmed there were no changes except amending the sidewalk plan scheduled for Hanford Street to Cedar Street., to Second Avenue to Cedar Street because of the impending Omak Avenue Sidewalk Project.  As there were no further comments or questions, Mayor Gagne closed the public hearing at 7:11 PM.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1715-2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-C.E. & Garbage Funds-School District Refund

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1715.  As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
NEW BUSINESS:

Craig Nelson-Okanogan County Conservation District Presentation

Mr. Nelson introduced himself and his associate, Bob Clark, as representatives from the Okanogan County Conservation District.  Mr. Nelson stated they are approaching Council to discuss the possibility of Aston Island becoming a park.  He give Council a history of the development of the Conservation District, adding they are a non-regulatory agency, consisting of volunteers who successfully assist private citizens and public agencies in maximizing their resources.  They had a staff member notice that Aston Island is in Omak’s Park Plan and the District feels they may be able to assist the City on a low-development plan for the Island.  The fact that the City already owns the land is the first step in securing grant funds for the development.  Mr. Nelson suggested taking a survey of Omak residents or conduct workshops as to what they would like to see at Aston Island.  The District would do an assessment of the land and trails with a possibility of linking the Island with Eastside Park.  They would make a presentation to the Park Board and ultimately the City Council.  Once Council has approved a development plan, the District would seek grant funding.  In order to participate in this assistance with the Conservation District, Mr. Nelson told Council the City would have to be annexed into the District which consists of filing a one page resolution, pay a small fee, and have it filed at the State level.  He noted the Colville Tribal Reservation in east Omak is already in the Conservation District.  Once Omak is annexed, there is an assessment levied annually to property owners of $2.40 per parcel and $.04 per acre.  Citizen Vern Haase asked if the assessment would be made on all property owners in Omak and Mr. Nelson stated all except those seniors citizens with an exemption through the County tax rolls. There was a lengthy discussion regarding unlawful trespassing currently happening along the levee between the bridge and south Omak, what kind of development would be done on the Island, the City’s liability for the abundant poison ivy on the Island, and whether any trail development on the Island is sustainable year to year.  City Administrator Malone reminded Council that each property owner along the levee would have to grant an easement for the pedestrian traffic and it is the City’s responsibility to maintain the levee first and foremost for flood control.  Member Cariker stated this has been discussed by the Park Board for many years and she supports the idea.  Member Foth noted the Council had considered cutting back services in the parks during the budget process last fall, and he just does not agree with adding another park to maintain.  Once the discussion was over, Mr. Nelson thanked Council for their time.

Resolution 41-2011 – Amendment #1-Interlocal Cooperative Agreement with WA Admin. Office of 





Courts

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve Resolution 41-2011.  City Clerk Lobdell told Council the City approved a cooperative agreement for two years in 2009 in which the Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts provides the availability of internet services for Omak Municipal Court.  This amendment extends that agreement to January 31, 2015 with no changes.  The State is extending it out longer for purposes of reduced record keeping. As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Resolution 42-2011 – Approve Six Year Transportation Improvement Plan  2012-2017

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve Resolution 42-2011.  City Administrator Malone told Council that after he had attended training on developing the Transportation Plan document, he went to the State website and began putting the document together.  He found himself pulled away by impending projects until recently, when he realized the deadline was very close for adopting and submitting the Plan to the State.  He noted the only change from last year is in the sidewalk plan as stated earlier, and apologized again to the Street Committee for not reviewing it with them before bringing it to Council.   As there were no questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 43-2011 – Accept Archeological Monitoring Plan for Sewer Treatment Plant Project

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve Resolution 43-2011.  City Administrator Malone told Council that because the Sewer Treatment Plant Project will use both Federal and State funds, cultural resource monitoring is required.  A Cultural Resource Survey provided by Plateau Archaeological Investigations has been approved by the Colville Tribal Historic Preservation Office.  The Tribe also had a requirement for an “Unanticipated Discovery Plan”, which they have reviewed and approved. A professional archaeologist is required to be onsite during ground disturbing activities and this resolution approves that at a cost of $5,624, which has been included in the project budget.  After a few questions, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Discussion Regarding Cleaning Services During Stampede for Women’s Restroom at RV Park

Interim Public Works Director McDaniel told Council last year during Stampede, members of his public works crew cleaned the entire restroom facility at the RV Park with a 6:00 AM through 11:00 PM schedule.  This year, the new facility near the Pavilion will be operational and since cleaning that is not included in the Memorandum of Agreement with the Omak Stampede, he is requesting direction from Council on a new plan.  His crew had trouble getting into the women’s side of the RV Park facility to clean it last year.  Shifting the crew schedule to provide services from 6:00 AM to 11:00 PM caused serious disruption to other services that need to be provided by the City.  Mr. McDaniel proposed to service the men’s side of the RV Park facility and all of the new facility by the Dance Pavilion from 6:00 AM to 4:00 PM with his crew.  For a second shift, 4:00 PM to 11:00 PM, he would like to contract with the Omak Stampede to provide cleaning services for those areas. In addition, the cleaning services contract would include maintaining the women’s side of the RV Park facility all hours of the day. That will allow his crew to be available to respond to other needs in the City, while making sure the restroom facilities are appropriately serviced.  The Omak Stampede has indicated they will provide the service for a total of $1,500 for the duration of the event. When asked if the coin operation issue in the new facility had been resolved, Mr. McDaniel confirmed coin operation will be installed at the Tribe’s expense.  Council discussed the restroom facility near the high school baseball field which is scheduled for removal by 2014 with the new Park Plan.  City Administrator Malone told Council there is a revised Park Plan being proposed that will actually increase the number of ball fields and allow the City to keep those restrooms.  Mr. Malone asked if Council would support Mr. McDaniel’s proposal and they all agreed.
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Goebel, Chairman of the Police/Fire Committee, stated they had met regarding combining the Omak and Okanogan Fire Departments and, since Omak is extremely busy on many projects at this time, tabled the discussion for a later time.  He then asked if the Committee and Sgt. Eddy would stay after Council adjournment for a short meeting.

Staff Reports:


Fire Chief Bowling told Council he and City Mechanic Jim Rehm recently traveled to Yakima to examine the new fire truck. The long trip from South Carolina caused a few more mechanical issues to surface, which he thought was fortunate because they will be repaired at no cost to the City.  He expects the truck in Omak by the end of August.  He added the bid opening for the fire hall door is scheduled for Thursday, July 7, at 2 PM.


Interim Public Works Director McDaniel stated there is a pre-construction meeting for the Sewer Treatment Plant Project on July 7th, the airport project is on schedule, mosquito spraying is planned for Monday, July 11th, and the sewer extension for the restroom facility should be done by July 15th.  He asked that Council consider allowing him to use the balance of funds for the sewer extension project on electrical upgrades near the bathroom and Pavilion.  He has an estimate from a local electrician of $8,000, and should have approximately $15,000 remaining in the restroom facility capital line item.  He will bring back more exact figures once the facility is completed.


City Administrator Malone shared his activity report with Council, stating it is nearly three pages long because of the many projects and activities going on at this time.  He commended Interim Public Works Director McDaniel in his cooperative effort to keep the projects moving forward and team-work in staying ahead of the required paperwork.

Member Cariker asked Sergeant Eddy if the department will be completing the rest of the shelving in the property room renovations.  Sgt. Eddy stated the Police Chief is still evaluating the project and there has been some delay because of incorrect shelving measurements.  Member Cariker asked about the progress in patrol car repairs and Sgt. Eddy deferred to the City mechanic’s evaluation but felt at least one vehicle is nearly inoperative.


Members Goebel and Sackman reported on their experiences at the recent AWC Annual Conference, agreeing on how much they enjoyed a couple of the speakers, and that some of the sessions were quite informative.


City Administrator Malone invited Council and those present to attend an interactive internet presentation at noon on Wednesday, July 13th in the Council Chambers.  There will be a presentation from a company that can use the City’s website to help advertise and promote local businesses.  If the City decides to participate, there will be a $1,000 set up fee and a charge of $250 per month to maintain it.  He stated he and the Mayor had seen the presentation and will be inviting the Chamber and Economic Alliance.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM.

____________________________


______________________________

Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          July 5, 2011


