

      OMAK CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES




                        January 3, 2012


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official


Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief 

Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker


Todd McDaniel, Public Works Director


Leanne Whitener
             Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari



CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the December 19, 2011 regular meeting; December 2011 payroll checks numbered 5073, 5074, 5125-5172, in the amount of $240,532.53; 2011 claims checks numbered 5173-5204, in the amount of $76,474.48; and 2012 claim checks numbered 5205-5226, in the amount of $59,263.04.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE:


Board and Commission Appointments

Mayor Gagne requested Council approve the re-appointment of Ann Potter to the Planning Commission with her term to expire January 2, 2018; Pat Davisson’s appointment to the Planning Commission replacing Fred Sheldon, with the term to expire January 1, 2016; the re-appointment of Billie Holden and Orlando Gonzalez to the Park Board, both terms expiring January 2, 2015.  Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve the appointments as stated.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.
PUBLIC HEARING:

Petition for Vacation of Street Right-of-Way – Cheryl Mullins – West Grape Avenue.

Mayor Gagne opened the public hearing at 7:01 PM, and read a disclaimer into the record.  Building Official Dalton explained that Mrs. Mullins had petitioned the City to vacate a 10 foot by 107 foot section of west Grape Avenue, located on the north side of the street.  Council passed Resolution 67-2011 on December 5, 2011, allowing the petition to proceed forward.  Petitioner wants to construct a garage adjacent to her home and without the ten foot right-of-way, the building will be too close to the current front property line.  The house is currently in a non-conforming status, located just sixteen feet from the front property line instead of the required twenty feet.  Construction of the garage would put it to within twelve feet of the front property line.  With the requested ten feet, the house would be 26 feet from the street and the garage, 22 feet back, putting both buildings in compliance.  He has researched this request extensively, and sees no reason it should not be granted.  He added that the City does have a sewer man hole in the area and recommended the City maintain an easement for access to that utility.  He requested Council approve the petition, including a utility easement.  Mayor Gage asked petitioner Cheryl Mullins if she would like to address Council, and she declined comment.  Mayor Gagne asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to speak to this request, and Jim Rowland asked to address Council.  Mr. Rowland introduced himself as a neighbor of Mrs. Mullins and supports the requested street vacation.  He added his appreciation for the work City staff put into this request, solving what at first seemed to be an un-solvable issue.  Mayor asked if Council had any questions.  Member Foth asked Mrs. Mullins if she is aware of the utility easement condition and she answered she is aware and has no problem with it.  As there was no further testimony, Mayor Gagne closed the public hearing at 7:10 PM.  Mayor Gagne told Council the petition is now opened to discussion and findings from Council.  Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to bring an approving ordinance to the next meeting for the street vacation petition.  Member Whitener asked if the utility easement will be included in the ordinance, and was assured it would be.  As there was no further discussion or comments, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
NEW BUSINESS:


Resolution 01-2012 – Accept DOE Loan for Phase 1 Construction-Sewer Replacement Project

Member Whitener moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 01-2012.  City Administrator Malone told Council the City has a loan approved by the Department of Ecology (DOE) for the Sewer Replacement Project.  In completing the loan agreement, one of the requirements is for the City to officially accept the loan through approval of a resolution that recognizes of the City’s responsibility to comply with the loan conditions, maintain sufficient sewer rates to cover the operation and maintenance of the sewer system, as well as acknowledge the debt and reserve requirements. After a short discussion regarding the final document, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Resolution 02-2012 – Accept DOE Loan for Phases 2-5-Design and Construction-Sewer Project

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 02-2012.  City Administrator told Council the explanation for this Resolution is on the same basis as the previous Resolution. As there was no  discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Ordinance 1732 – 1st Reading-Amend Budget-Water Fund-Water Source Impr. – Water Wells

City Administrator Malone explained this is an amending ordinance to the 2012 budget recognizing a loan from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) in the amount of $2,396,000 plus a 1% loan administration fee; for a total loan agreement of $2,419,960, to drill two new water wells in Omak.  The City public works and engineers have decided upon Julia Maley and Oak Street Parks for the well locations. The engineers will also bring in a hydrologist to verify the locations. There was a short discussion regarding the depth and locations of the wells, the casing sizes, and the gallons per minute production anticipated. 
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member DeCesari, Chairman of the Airport/Audit Committee, told Council they had met with Public Works Director McDaniel just before the meeting regarding the airport Non-Directional Beacon (NDB).  The City has been in discussion with the FAA for some time to de-commission the equipment because it is antiquated and cannot be certified for IFR approaches.  Eight to ten years ago, the FAA published the GPS approach to the airport for pilots, and it now replaces the NDB system.  Public Works Director McDaniel has checked with area pilots and companies to verify they do not use the NDB system any longer, and they all have the GPS technology.  Member DeCesari stated there is no Council action required and that public works staff will pursue de-commissioning the NDB equipment.  

Staff Reports:

Police Chief Schreckengast told Council that officer Jerod Gavin was released to work two weeks earlier than expected and will begin his shift later that evening.  Officer Rusty Tallant is scheduled for back surgery on January 4 and anticipated to be out for three months.  When asked by Member Goebel as to the status of police Sergeant Isaac, Chief Schreckengast stated he knew nothing more than he had previously told Council.

City Clerk Lobdell told Council a revised City Roster will be forwarded to them soon, along with the Mayor’s 2012 Council Committee appointments.


As there was no further business before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM.   

____________________________


______________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor
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