

      OMAK CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES




                        January 17, 2012


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official


Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief 

Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker


Todd McDaniel, Public Works Director


Leanne Whitener
             Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari



CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Whitener moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the January 3, 2012 regular meeting; 2011 claims checks numbered 5231-5274, 5311, in the amount of $267,921.65; (Claim check number 5272 is voided and check number 5311 was issued in its place) and 2012 claim checks numbered 5275-5310, in the amount of $83,076.95.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION:


Per RCW 42.30.110 (1) (g), Mayor Gagne called for an Executive Session to review the performance of a public employee.  She noted the time as 7:00 PM, and stated the Session will last five minutes.  At 7:05 PM, Mayor Gagne re-convened the Council meeting.
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE:

Mayor Gagne directed everyone’s attention to the editorial in the Omak Chronicle written by Chronicle publisher Roger Harnack.  He reported on a recent meeting held with an event planner regarding increased uses for the Omak Stampede Arena.  She stated the article was very well written.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1732-2nd Reading-Amend 2012 Budget-Water Source Improvement Project-Water Wells


Member Sackman moved, seconded by member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1732.  After a short discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

NEW BUSINESS:


Resolution 03-2012 – Renew Contract with QT Technologies-Airport Fuel Credit Card Software

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 03-2012.  Public Works Director McDaniel told Council this is an annual renewal of the contract with QT Technologies to maintain the credit card software program at the Airport fuel pumps.  The City will continue with the “Silver Level” of service for this software, at the same price as paid last year.  As there were no questions or comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Ordinance 1734-1st Reading-Amend 2012 Budget-Correct Documentation of City Utility Tax 

City Administrator Malone told Council it had come to his attention that the 10% utility tax that is charged on the City utility bills, has not been accounted for correctly.  All utility tax has been receipted directly into the Current Expense fund. It should be receipted into the utility funds separately, showing that the tax is being levied on the utility itself and not on the utility customers.  This ordinance represents the creation of several new line items in the 2012 budget that allow for receipting the utility tax directly into the utility funds as revenue to those funds, and at the end of every month, they will be transferred through expenditure line items into the Current Expense fund.   Member Whitener, chairperson of the Airport/Audit Committee, stated they had met with Mr. Malone on this issue and approve this process.  
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Goebel reported on the latest Okanogan County LEOFF I Disability Board meeting.  He stated they approved three medical claims by LEOFF I retirees and discussed increasing some of the maximums they will pay on specific claims, but decided not to increase the allowances.

Member DeCesari, chairman of the Personnel Committee, moved to allow Police Chief Schreckengast to begin the process of filling an open police officer position at the Police Department.  Member Cariker seconded the motion. With no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  

Member Goebel mentioned a meeting had been held to discuss festivities in the coming year and commended City employee Jodi Coggins on her hard work during the Christmas parade.


Staff Reports:

Public Works Director McDaniel told Council his staff had interviewed three persons for the public works labor position and hired Grant Hughes, who will begin working on February 1st.


City Administrator Malone noted the 2011 vouchers approved at this meeting were the last to be paid for 2011.  While the 2011 budget estimated the Ending Fund Balance for 2011 in Current Expense would be $324,000 down from the previous year, the final figures show it to be $31,365 over the previous year. He cautioned that there had been a few one-time revenues in 2011, but felt the budget performed very well, showing promise as the City goes into 2012.

Member DeCesari asked about a problem that was noted in the Library Board minutes stating the windows had not been installed correctly.  Public Works Director McDaniel told Council he had tried in vain to contact the contractor and finally sent City employees over with caulking to solve the problem.


Member Sackman asked City Administrator Malone whether the City had finalized the loan from the Dept. of Ecology for the sewer project funds.  Mr. Malone answered that the agreements, along with the plans and specifications, are being reviewed by DOE engineers, and as soon as the City receives their response, the project can be advertised for bid.  He continues to stay in contact with the DOE main office to monitor their progress.  When asked about securing the Public Works Trust Fund loan, he answered those documents are in place and on file.


Mayor Gagne reminded everyone of the finale event for the Centennial celebrations to be held at the Breadline on February 10th.


As there was no further business before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.   

____________________________


______________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor



                                                                        January 17, 2012


