

      OMAK CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES




                        February 6, 2012


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official


Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief 

Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker


Todd McDaniel, Public Works Director


Leanne Whitener
             Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari



CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Whitener moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the January 17, 2012 regular meeting; claims checks numbered 5361-5443, 5625 in the amount of $226,199.71 with check numbered 5397 voided; January 2012 paychecks numbered 5228, 5229, 5230, 5312-5357, in the amount of $254,706.27, with checks numbered 5358, 5359, and 5360 voided.  Check numbers 5444-5633 have been used as hand-written treasurer’s checks, written between December 2009 and January 2012, and will not be used in any future accounts payable runs, also checks numbered 5634 and 5635 are voided.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE:

Mayor Gagne noted Lori Corkum, on the agenda to discuss a medical marijuana dispensary in Omak, was not in attendance.


Mayor Gagne announced everyone is invited to attend recovery of the 75th anniversary time capsule buried in 1986.  The event will be held at 3:00 PM, Tuesday, February 6, at the Buell Stephens Memorial Park in Eastside Park.  She also invited all to attend closing ceremonies for the 100 Year Centennial Celebrations, to be held at the Breadline Café, Friday, February 10, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1734-2nd Reading-Correct Revenue and Expenditure Accounts for City Utility Tax

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve Ordinance 1734.  After a short discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

NEW BUSINESS:


Megan Azzano – Okanogan County Community Coalition – Community Action Youth Group

Ms. Azzano introduced herself as affiliated with the Okanogan Council Community Coalition, a group of adults, over forty in number.  She introduced Kathy Miller, Principal of the Omak Middle School.  They told Council of a scheduled town hall meeting at the PAC for March 28th, the focus of which is to acknowledge and promote positive behavior in Middle School students, supporting one another in healthy social and behavioral choices.   The group of active students, referred to as the Middle School Street Team, has been meeting for several months to support a positive message to their peers to not use drugs, consume alcohol, participate in bullying, and to always support their friends with positive reinforcement. It has worked so well in changing the atmosphere in the classes, hallways and outside the school, they felt it would be very beneficial to bring the message to the whole community. She asked for Council support in developing a “guerilla marketing strategy” which is defined as unconventional marketing strategies designed to get the maximum results from minimal resources.  They suggest the development of vinyl stickers to place on businesses in town and possibly street painting to promote their logo, as well as contacting businesses to change gang graffiti on their buildings to the group’s affirmative logo.  They would then paint over the area to the business owner’s preference after the town hall meeting in March.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding the positive message from the students, the community involvement and bridging the gap between perception and reality in the Middle School atmosphere.  Member Cariker supported the idea of the group, and, as chairperson of the Council Street Committee, offered to schedule a meeting with the core group, the Committee and the Police Department to formulate ideas for promoting the movement.  Member DeCesari suggested the group build signs to place around town as positive reinforcement.  Member Cariker requested Ms. Azzano put a marketing strategy on paper and contact her or City Hall to schedule a meeting.

Resolution 04-2012 – Accept Contract for Equipping OWP Well #2 as Complete


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve Resolution 04-2012.  Public Works Director McDaniel told Council Irrigation Technology had completed equipping the OWP Well #2.  The rehabilitation is not complete yet.  As there was no further discussion or comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Resolution 05-2012 – Approve Initiation of Street ROW Vacation Process for Arsh LLC   

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 05-2012.  Building Official Dalton told Council he had received a request by Arsh LLC, owners of the Stampede Mini-Mart, for the City to vacate right-of-way property along Ross Canyon, directly west of the store.  They want to develop more fuel pumps and parking.  He stated the property in question is approximately 6,000 square feet and a public hearing on the request is scheduled for the March 5, 2012, Council meeting.  There were a few questions regarding what is on the property now and would the City be selling the property.
  Council was assured they would be provided with documentation, all questions would be answered and comments recorded at the public hearing on March 5th.  As there were no further comments from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Whitener, chairperson of the Airport/Audit Committee, reported they had met with administration to review the City’s current policy and procedures on purchasing.  They discussed different thresholds in the City’s policy versus those required by the State, along with the use of the MRSC Small Works Roster.  Draft suggested revisions to the City’s policy will be brought to Council for review. 


Member Clark, representing the Solid Waste Advisory Committee, stated the County’s plan is completed and they are waiting for comments from the Department of Ecology.  He hopes to bring it to Council in March. 

Staff Reports:

Police Chief Schreckengast told Council Officer Christopher Busching has resigned his position with the Omak Police Department.  His last day is February 17th and he will be hired by the Washington State Department of Fish & Wildlife on February 21st.

Public Works Director McDaniel stated he had hired Grant Hughes as a full-time public works crewmember.  Mr. Hughes began his employment with the City on February 1st.  The Sewer Treatment Plant project is winding down with just a few issues to resolve.


City Administrator Malone told Council he had forwarded an email to them regarding comments on establishing a medical marijuana dispensary and Hookah Bar in Omak.  The person proposing the dispensary did not attend tonight’s meeting, and he assured Council City staff will continue to monitor any new information.  He noted Federal law prohibits the use of cannabis, but the State has recently passed legislation that has some limited tolerance.  Citizen Megan Assano, one of the authors of the previously mentioned email objecting to these establishments, stated medical marijuana dispensaries are illegal under Washington law. 

Member Clark publicly thanked Mr. McDaniel and his public works crew for the recent clean up they did on the ice and snow build up in the area of Lime Street.

Mayor Gagne asked if there was any further discussion on the medical marijuana dispensary issue from the audience or Council.  Hearing none, she adjourned the meeting at 7:35 PM.

____________________________


______________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor
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