



      OMAK CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES




                     December 19, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Patrick Dalton, Building Official


Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief 

Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker


Todd McDaniel, Public Works Director


Leanne Whitener
             Michael Howe, City Attorney

John Sackman


Ralph Malone, City Administrator
Dino DeCesari


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the December 5, 2011 regular meeting and claim checks numbered 5075-5124, in the amount of $414,255.44.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE:


Recognition of Christmas Decorating Contest Winners

Mayor Gagne announced this addition to the agenda and called upon Member Cariker to make the presentations.  Member Cariker announced those receiving Honorable Mention were Laura Flagg, also noting Mrs. Flagg is celebrating her 85th birthday; Sue and Ken Radek, Bill Rickel and the Omak Inn.  For residential decorations, Jim Christie received the award for Most Creative; Roberto Balbuena for Most Lights, and Joe Turk for the best Traditional décor.  In the business category, CarQuest won for the Most Lights, Covey’s for the Most Creative and Expressions Salon was chosen to receive the award for the best Traditional Lights.  Member Cariker congratulated the winners and participants, noting a Festival Committee is being formed in 2012 and encouraged anyone interested to contact her.

Oaths of Office for Re-Elected Councilmembers Conducted by Attorney Howe


Attorney Howe administered the Oaths of Office for re-elected Councilmembers DeCesari, Whitener, Clark and Goebel.  All four Council terms will expire December 31, 2015.


Recognition of Employees with Significant Time-in-Service


Mayor Gagne recognized Code Enforcement Officer Gary Lewis and police officers Jerod Gavin and Michael Morrison for five years in service and presented Mr. Lewis and Officer Gavin with their certificates.  Officer Morrison was out of town and will be presented his certificate at a later date. Administrative Assistant and Court Clerk Denise Hardy was recognized for ten years in service in the Clerk’s office and will be presented with a ten-year pin and framed certificate the following day.  City Clerk Lobdell was recognized for thirty years in service with the City and presented with an engraved plaque.

Appointment of Dennis Carlton to Planning Commission-Replacing Corina Radford

Mayor Gagne requested Council approval to appoint Dennis Carlton to the Omak Planning Commission, replacing Corina Radford, who is unable to serve any longer.  Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve this appointment.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  Mr. Carlton was in attendance and signed the documentation for the appointment.  His term will run until January 2, 2016.

Michael Blake-North Central Washington Special Response Team (NCWSRT) Presentation

Mayor Gagne introduced Okanogan County Deputy Michael Blake.  Deputy Blake told Council he was at the meeting, along with Deputy Terry Shrable, to share the history, operation, purpose and equipment that make up the NCWSRT.  He noted the group started several years ago through the Omak Police Department. They are made up of officers from area law enforcement agencies who regularly train together, with the concept that should a situation arise requiring extreme police measures and tactics; they could be called upon by the lead law enforcement officer to assist.  They have interlocal agreements with area entities and provide equipment and training for their members through grants.  He noted there are no grant funds available for ammunition. They strive to update their training every five years.  Deputy Blake showed Council several pieces of equipment they use in their operation, sharing a few instances in which they participated in securing a situation that was extreme in nature.  He emphasized that the process of keeping the members updated on the use of the equipment as well as sharp in their training has been a struggle, but stated they train once a month, sometimes in abandoned buildings and at the schools after hours.  He noted that there are three officers from the Omak Department involved in the group.  There are currently 11 active members in the group and their numbers vary between 8 and 16.  

Deputy Blake told Council he realizes they are late in requesting financial assistance from the City in the 2012 budget, but felt it was time they showed Council their equipment and explained how they operate.  There was a lengthy discussion on deployment of the unit and cross-training within area departments.  It was noted that, although the Colville Tribal Police do not have an officer in the group at this time, they fully support the unit.  When asked what protocol was used in deciding if the unit is called out, Police Chief Schreckengast stated that in Omak, either he or a supervisor would make that call.  Member Cariker said she feels the group is very worthwhile and even though there were no funds in the 2012 budget to support them, financial support could be reviewed during the 2013 budget process.  Member Goebel, Chairman of the Police/Fire Committee, stated that while they support the efforts of this group, the request for funding came in too late for the 2012 budget process.  It was suggested that Deputy Blake approach Council in October next year for funding assistance.  Deputy Blake thanked Council for their time and invited them to contact him if they would like to observe a training session.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Ordinance 1730-2nd Reading-Adopt Final 2012 Budget

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Ordinance 1730.  City Administrator Malone stated he was pleased to report that the sales tax revenue for 2011 will be $83,000 more than budgeted and $12,000 more than projected for year’s end.   As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Ordinance 1731-2nd Reading-Adopt Non-Union Employee 2012 Salary Schedule


Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1731.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
NEW BUSINESS:


Resolution 69-2011 – Retrofit the 1997 Tymco Sweeper

Member Cariker moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve Resolution 69-2011.  Public Works Director McDaniel stated the 1997 Tymco sweeper had been sent to Spokane to have the transmission checked out but found to have no transmission problems.  The chassis has been stripped of all the equipment in preparation for a factory installation of a complete new sweeper and vacuum unit.  This is in the 2012 budget and, once the budget is approved, arrangements will be made to ship the chassis to Texas for the rebuild.  He added that the rebuild will come with a two year warranty and there is approximately $10,000 worth of parts at the City Shop that can be used on the new unit.  After a short discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Resolution 70-2011 – Designate Brand-Specific Equipment and Sole-Source Supplier for




Storm Drain Pumping System

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 70-2011.  Public Works Director McDaniel told Council the City has four storm drain pumping stations.  In May this year, one pump went down and in taking inventory of all the pumps, it was discovered that most of them were the same brand and model from ABS Pumps.  PumpTech, Inc. is the sole-source supplier of ABS Pumps in this area and with the advantage of interchangeable parts, a mounting rail system and control panel specific to the ABS brand, it makes sense to stay with that pump. It was noted that the rail system allows lowering the pump into position without sending someone into the hole, and the control panel disconnects without the need for an electrician.  After a short discussion, Member DeCesari asked why public works would lock themselves into this one pump if they plan to change more pumps in the coming years, and this supplier could control the costs.  City Administrator Malone stated this Resolution would give the City the flexibility to stay with this company only if the City chooses to.   After more discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 71-2011 – Designate Official Newspaper for 2012 as Omak-Okanogan Chronicle
Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 71-2011.  City Clerk Lobdell told Council the City is required by State law to annually officially designate a newspaper for its legal advertising.  Bid requests were sent to the Omak-Okanogan Chronicle and the Wenatchee World.  The Chronicle bid the same $9.00 per column inch they have offered the past three years, and the Wenatchee World’s bid was over twice the cost.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 72-2011 – Fuel Bid Contract for 2012 with Coleman Oil Company


Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 72-2011.  City Administrator Malone stated a request for bids to accommodate Omak’s fuel needs in 2012 was advertised in the newspaper and sent to local jobbers, Whitley Fuel and Coleman Oil Company.  The companies bid a price based upon the OPIS price list as of December 12, 2011, a specific delivery point and the amount of their mark-up.  Coleman Oil Company was the low bidder on all types of fuel.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 73-2011–Amend Fee Schedule-Sign and Hearing Examiner Fees & 2012 City Utilities

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 73-2011.  City Administrator Malone stated he had met with the Water/Sewer Committee to review the utility fees to be charged in 2012.  Based upon the Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plans and the Capital Facilities Plan, it is imperative Council continue amending the utility rates annually to keep up with the inflation rate.  He has increased the water and sewer rates by 3%, and the storm drain rates by 10% for 2012.  The Storm Drain Fund has revenues of $100,000 and operating costs of $90,000.  The Storm Drain Master Plan calls for several projects in the storm drain system, and the fund needs to generate sufficient funds to pay for those costs.  The solid waste, or garbage rates have been increased 2.5%, which is the CPI increase we will be paying the contractor.  The water, sewer and storm drain increases will be effective March 16, 2012 and residents will see the increases in their April 30, 2012 utility bills.  The garbage rate increases are effective February 16, 2012, with the increase appearing on the March 31, 2012 bills. The fees for sign permits will be charged based upon the valuation and fees found in the Building Permit and Plan Review Schedule and any costs incurred for a Hearing Examiner in land use petitions will be born by the petitioner.  Member Whitener asked about fees found in the Animal Violations section of the Schedule.  She felt there should be a higher fine charged for female animals at large that are in heat, than male animals at large.  After a short discussion it was agreed that this Resolution, as it stands, does not address any changes in the Animal Violations, and that subject can be brought up at a later date for review.  Member Goebel, chairman of the Police/Fire Committee, offered to bring the Committee together in January to discuss the Animal Violations fees. Mayor Gagne confirmed that Council is prepared to vote on Resolution 73-2011 as it stands.  As there was no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 74-2011 – Police Guild Contract for January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2014

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 74-2011.  City Administrator Malone stated he and Mayor Gagne, through negotiations with the Police Guild representatives, have come to an agreement for a contract from January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2014.  In the contract document, some language was amended that did not change any of the intent of the document and the Guild is prepared to sign. There will be a time set aside this week to sign the documents.  Steve Clark, chairman of the Personnel Committee, told Council they had reviewed and approved the contract.  As there was no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 75-2011 – Professional Services Agreement with PayAssist through Armada Corporation

Member Cariker moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 75-2011.  Member Foth stated he will be abstaining from the vote on this Resolution.  He will be functioning as the Mayor Pro-Tem in Mayor Gagne’s stead as the Mayor has ties to Armada Corporation.  City Clerk Lobdell was asked to comment on this agreement, but she deferred to Municipal Court Judge Henry Rawson, who was in the audience and will be signing the agreement.  Judge Rawson told Council he had served as the Court Judge for ten years and knows that the number and size of the accounts receivables in the Court have accumulated.  He acknowledged it is the responsibility of the Court Clerk to monitor these accounts, but feels it is time to place that responsibility into the hands of professionals.  PayAssist has ties to local businesses and they are in the business of collecting monies owed.  They provide personal contact with debtors, offer bilingual services, and monitor scheduled payments that are agreed upon with positive reinforcement to generate revenue.  They will contact debtors who are fined in the Court and offer time payments, based upon the amount fined, for a small fee monthly to the debtor. They will forward payments from these accounts directly to the City monthly, at no cost to the City.  He stated he will instruct the defendants that they will be contacted by PayAssist if they choose to make payments on their Court fines.  He has contemplated this approach for some time and feels it is time to take this action. He added that PayAssist handles collections for Chelan District Court, Airway Heights and Stevens County.  Mayor Pro-Tem Foth asked if there was any further discussion, stating there is a motion and a second on the table. As there were no questions from Council or comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion, with Member Forth abstaining.


Resolution 76-2011 – Purchase Storm Drain Pump for First Street Pumping Station


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Resolution 76-2011.  Public Works Director McDaniel reminded Council this is the purchase related to Resolution 70-2011 for brand-specific and a sole-source supplier. He apologized to Council for not putting the correct amount in the 2012 budget to replace the pump.  He had put $18,000 in but failed to add sales tax or freight.  With tax and freight, the total is $22,216.51.  He asked that Council allow this purchase despite his error.  Member Foth, representing the Water/Sewer Committee, stated they had reviewed this issue and approve the purchase at the correct price.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 77-2011 – Maintenance Agreement with WSDOT for Sidewalk Snow Removal

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 77-2011.  City Administrator Malone told Council that when the WA State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) installed the Dayton/Highway 97 traffic signal, they constructed a one quarter mile sidewalk to connect pedestrian traffic on both sides of the highway to residential areas.  They have found that they do not have the man hours or equipment to keep the sidewalk cleared and are requesting it become part of the Omak public works regular sidewalk snow clearing operations.  They are prepared to pay $68.15 per hour, which represents the overtime rate for public works including benefits.  He pointed out the contract copy the Council has shows noted changes in the contract and the WSDOT representative has agreed to those changes.  After a short discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Foth, chairman of the Water/Sewer Committee, told Council the City had been approached by a resident who discovered a leak in his water line causing substantial water use. After repairing it, he requested the one time reduction in the cost of one-half the overage used, bringing his bill from $313 to $156.  Member Foth stated the Committee agreed to this request, and made a motion for approval.  Member Cariker seconded the motion. With no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Staff Reports:

Fire Chief Bowling offered Merry Christmas wishes to everyone.


Police Chief Schreckengast told Council officer Jerod Gavin recently had knee surgery and will be off work until January 14th.  Sergeant Isaac is scheduled to participate in a “Fit to Work” exam, after which he will see his surgeon to determine when and if he will return to work.  Officer Rusty Tallant has been diagnosed with a herniated disc and will see a surgeon in early January to determine a course of action.  Another patrol car video camera system has stopped working and was pulled out of the vehicle.  There are no parts available to repair it.  He noted this is the second patrol car video system that has failed.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas.


City Clerk Lobdell thanked Council, administration and the department heads for their participation in the budget process and assured Council the department heads will do their very best to serve the residents of Omak.

City Administrator Malone also thanked everyone for the successful budget process, adding he hopes the budget will allow the City to continue serving the community well in 2012.  He wished all a happy holiday season.


Members Foth, Cariker and DeCesari echoed their wishes to all for a Merry Christmas.  Member Whitener reminded Council that she and members Cariker and Foth had been asked by Mayor Gagne to participate in a high school scholarship committee sponsored by AWC.  She reported that the high school will soon have the information together for their scholarship candidates and after the committee evaluates them, a selection will be forwarded to AWC.  She concluded with a Merry Christmas wish, which was echoed by Members Clark, Sackman and Goebel, who added it has been good working with everyone this year. 

As there was no further business before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.     

____________________________


______________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor



                                                                        December 19, 2011


