



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                     April 4, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief

Steve Clark


James Miller, Public Works Director

Lew Goebel


Ralph Malone, City Administrator
Nattalie Cariker


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk

Leanne Whitener             


John Sackman-absent



Dino DeCesari

CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the March 21, 2011 and March 29, 2011 meetings; and claims checks numbered 3134-3191, in the amount of $157,713.91.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT:


Mayor Gagne read an Arbor Day Proclamation, announcing Friday April 22, 2011 as Arbor Day in Omak.  It is noted a tree planting ceremony will be held in Civic League Park at 1:00 PM.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1704-2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Hotel/Motel Fund-Centennial Celebration Funds

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1704.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

NEW BUSINESS:

Presentation by Nancy Mortar, Engineer for Gray & Osborne-Sewer Treatment Plant Project

Mayor Gagne announced Ms. Mortar was unable to attend the meeting.

Resolution 17-2011-Approve Public Works Contract-Tollefson Construction-

Dewberry Emergency Sewer Repairs

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve Resolution 17-2011.  Public Works Director Miller told Council that most of the main line is in place for the Kenwood/Dewberry emergency sewer line repair.  He feels that by Friday the side sewers will all be in so water and sewer can be re-connected for the affected residents.  He estimated $100,000 has been spent on the project so far, and the City labor costs are around $18,000.  The public works crew has been manning the pump-around set up 24/7 since the collapse.  He is pleased with the efficiency of Tollefson Construction and appreciates their long days and knowledge in repairing the line.  At the request of Fire Chief Bowling, the south side of Dewberry has been cleared to allow for emergency vehicle access.  He noted the Cornerstone Church has offered their restroom, shower and water facilities to affected residents.  The City is providing Porta-Potty facilities and bottled water.  He added this has been a learning experience relative to the operation of the Sewer Replacement Project, and hopes to limit the time that a resident is without services to eight hours at a time when the full project starts up.  He spoke of the design of the Dewberry emergency repair, the trenchless technology being used for the side sewer connections and that he feels the end cost will come in under the estimated $250,000.  Member Foth, Chairman of the Water/Sewer Committee, told Council they had toured the site earlier that evening and he was impressed with the work that was being done.  As there were no further questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Ordinance 1703-Amend Omak Municipal Code-Titles 2 and 12-Designation of Fire Lanes

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Ordinance 1703.  As Fire Chief Bowling was enroute to examine the new fire truck in South Carolina, Police Chief Schreckengast was asked to explain this ordinance.  Chief Schreckengast noted the ordinance was originally written to establish a fire lane on property owned by North Cascades Athletic Club.  Vehicles were being parked on the fire lane during softball games at the Oak Street Park, blocking the fire lane for emergency vehicle access.  In addition, the ordinance relocates two established fire lane designations from Omak Municipal Code (OMC) Title 12, Parking-General, and places them, along with this new fire lane designation, in OMC Title 2, Administration and Personnel, specifically Chapter 2.46 entitled Fire Lanes. This ordinance also refers to OMC 1.16 for enforcement and cost of civil penalties for violations, as well as including the Fire Chief as an enforcement officer along with police officers. Member Goebel, Chairman of the Police/Fire Committee, told Council they had reviewed and approved this ordinance.  As there was no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Ordinance 1708-1st Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Sewer Fund-PWTF Biosolids Loan Payment

City Administrator Malone told Council the City was approved for a Public Works Trust Fund (PWTF) loan in 2008 to complete a project for the biosolids production at the Sewer Treatment Plant.  The scope of work included purchasing two containers in order to produce the higher quality Class A biosolids product.  The City was given the opportunity to spread the lower quality Class B product on a local rancher’s field, eliminating the need to purchase the two containers. There was a delay in starting the project because the State Legislature had to change the wording in the law to allow the City to proceed with the project without the use of the containers.  Because of the legislative delay in changing the law, the City had not gone forward on the project to any extent.  PWTF representatives contacted him in late 2010, reminding him the City had not made a draw on the approved loan and encouraged him to do so to keep the account active and viable for any future funding requests.  He requested reimbursement for the funds spent, and now we are required to make a loan payment that was not anticipated during the 2011 budget process. This ordinance amends the 2011 budget to allow for that expenditure.
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Goebel, Chairman of the Police/Fire Committee, told Council they had met regarding the fire lanes, and the purchase of the fire truck.  The Dewberry emergency sewer line collapse happened after Council approved the Fire Chief’s request for out of state travel to examine and possibly purchase a new fire truck, and this caused them some concern as to affordability of the truck and Fire Hall remodel. Due to the fact that the Dewberry sewer line was in the original scope of work in the applications, it was verified that the funds spent for the Dewberry emergency repair are reimbursable.  With this information, the Committee supported allowing the Fire Chief to travel to South Carolina and pursue purchasing the fire truck.

Member Goebel, in the absence of Member Sackman who serves as Chairman of the Park Committee, told Council they had met regarding the proposed restroom/shower facility the Colville Tribe would like to construct in East Side Park, near the Dance Pavilion.  The Committee is still discussing this project, will continue their conversation and report back to Council. 


Staff Reports:


Police Chief Schreckengast told Council his department had responded to a vicious dog complaint in the early morning hours that day, April 4th.  A dog had been fatally attacked by a pit bull and a pedestrian was charged by the same pit bull.  Two officers responded and the Code Enforcement Officer was called out to capture the animal.  The dog charged both officers and the Code Enforcement Officer, and they were forced to fire on the animal.  The dog was shot nine times, went down, got back up and ran off.  He was located in a yard and they administered the fatal shot.  Chief Schreckengast has since found out that the Tribal Police know who owns the dog. The animal is known to be vicious and the owner had recently been told the animal must be penned up and a $50,000 insurance liability policy must be established. The Tribal Police will be filing felony charges, and Chief Schreckengast will be filing civil infraction charges in Omak Municipal Court.  He added the animal’s brain will be sent for testing to see if it was rabid.  The Chief also told Council one of the patrol cars has lost its transmission and repairs will be covered by a warrantee.  Another car has engine problems and he does not know if the repairs will be under warrantee yet.


Public Works Director Miller told Council the OWP#2 pump repairs are delayed waiting for a report from a California company, but he still hopes to complete the repairs by June 1st.  The Airport Improvement Project and the Sewer Treatment Plant Project are ready to go out to bid, and we are close to having the Omak Avenue Sidewalk Project ready for bid.  He has also been dealing with a water line break at Maley Park and problems with the Eastside Park well.  City Administrator Malone noted he had contacted the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) regarding the sidewalk project.  The TIB does not require the project be completed this year, but the City decided to go ahead with it this year.  There was some discussion on the timing of the project, related to the Omak Stampede and the beginning of the school year.  Public Works Director Miller assured Council the engineers are very aware of the scheduling issues and will work with the City.


Member Foth asked Police Chief Schreckengast about the status of the new police car.  Chief Schreckengast stated it was ordered and should arrive in May.  Member Foth asked about the involvement of local dealerships and the Chief stated he had been in contact with them, but there would have to be a bidding process if they were involved and now he can order from the State Purchasing directly. Member Cariker asked about the status of the restroom the Tribe wanted to construct.  Member Goebel said the Tribe is willing to invest $180,000, a private organization may contribute $20,000-$30,000 and the City would possibly have to finance about $20,000.  City Administrator Malone stated the Projects Committee of the Rotary Club has a meeting scheduled Wednesday evening and they may contribute $20,000-$25,000 to the project.  If they do, Council would have to decide whether the City will contribute a portion of the cost.


When asked by citizen Vern Haase who is in charge of promoting the stampede grounds, Mayor Gagne answered it is the Omak Stampede, Inc.  Mr. Haase expressed concerns regarding the lack of activity at the arena.  Mayor Gagne and City Administrator Malone both told him there are several events pending, beginning in May.  Mr. Haase was assured that the City made it very clear that the new facility needed to be promoted and used as much as possible.


Mayor Gagne noted she had recently participated in the Northwest Indian Youth Council opening ceremonies and over 300 people are attending the festivities.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:41 PM.


____________________________


______________________________

Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          April 4, 2011


