



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                     April 18, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief

Steve Clark


Sean Isaac, Police Sergeant

Lew Goebel


Jim Miller, Public Works Director
Nattalie Cariker


Ralph Malone, City Administrator

Leanne Whitener             
Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk

John Sackman



Dino DeCesari
CITIZEN COMMENTS:
When Mayor Gagne asked if there was anyone in the audience who was not on the agenda and would like to address Council; Bill Johnson, Robert Fillion and Larry McVay requested time to speak.  Mayor Gagne assured them they would be called upon later in the meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the April 4, 2011 meeting; claims checks numbered 3197-3274, in the amount of $293,457.35; and March 2011 payroll checks numbered 3025, 3026, 3075, 3076, 3090-3133, and 3192-3194, in the amount of $242,400.70.  Payroll checks numbered 3077-3089 are voided.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  It is noted that the payroll certification was delayed from the first Council in April because of errors in the check printing process.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1708-2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Sewer Fund-PWTF Biosolids Loan Payment

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Ordinance 1708.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

NEW BUSINESS:

Approval of Blanket or One-Time Vendor Permits for Several Non-Profit Groups Using Parks

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve the request for a blanket or one-time vendor permit for the following groups to use the City park facilities for their events:


Friendly OK Car Club

Car rally
Eastside Park


May 6-8, 2011

Master Gardeners of WA
Plant sale
Civic League Park/Bandshell
May 14, 2011


Fuerza Latina


Cinco De Mayo
Civic League Park/Bandshell
May 15, 2011


Farmers’ Market

Market sales
Civic League Park/Bandshell
June 14-Oct. 31, 2011


Omak Chamber of Commerce
Circus

Eastside Park Carnival Area
June 14, 2011


Omak Kiwanis


Art in the Park
Civic League Park/Bandshell
June 17-18, 2011


Omak Stampede Inc.

Demo Derby
Arena and Triangle Park
June 25, 2011


City Clerk Lobdell told Council these groups have reserved various City parks to schedule annual events that include vendors, and they are required by ordinance to request permission from Council for a blanket or one-time vending permit.  City Administrator Malone asked if the Farmers’ Market had made an additional request for a blanket vendor permit to operate in the Civic League Park specifically for the Centennial Celebration in July.  He noted that the days and hours of operation for that event are separate from their request to operate the Market twice weekly from June through October.  City Clerk Lobdell stated she would have Deputy Clerk Thomas contact them and bring that request back to Council.  As there were no further questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Resolution 18-2011-Approve Public Works Contract-Advanced Plumbing-Dewberry Emergency

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 18-2011.  Public Works Director Miller told Council that Advanced Plumbing Technologies had provided the side-sewer replacement work on the Dewberry sewer emergency project.  The company demonstrated the pipe bursting technology to install the customer’s side sewer connection from the clean out on their property to the City sewer main.  This process has proven to be less time consuming, less expensive and eliminates the need to physically dig out the existing pipe. After a few questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

Resolution 20-2011-Approve Public Works Contract-Granite Construction-Dewberry/Kenwood-



        Asphalt Repairs

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 20-2011.  Public Works Director Miller told Council the Dewberry emergency sewer repair project is 99.5% complete.  With Council approval of this contract, Granite Construction will repair the asphalt on Kenwood and Dewberry Streets next week.  After a short discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 19-2011-Approve Renewal of NCW Narcotics Task Force Contract for 2001-2012


Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 19-2011.  Sergeant Isaac told Council this is renewal of the City’s contract with the North Central Washington Narcotics Task Force from July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012.  He noted there are no changes in the contract from the current one and added that there are eleven participating entities.  Each entity contributes to the cost based upon population.  After a few questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Ordinance 1709-1st Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Street Fund-P.U.D. Refund-Share to T.I.B.


City Administrator Malone told Council that during the Ross Canyon realignment project, the City had paid an invoice from the Okanogan County P.U.D. to install street lights, based upon their estimate of the cost.  The City paid the invoice then submitted the full amount to the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB), receiving a 70% reimbursement.  The City recently received a refund from the P.U.D. in the amount of $1,557.22, considered overpayment on their actual costs to install the street lights, and 70% of that revenue must be remitted back to the TIB.  Since the project was closed out in 2010, the revenue and subsequent expenditure to TIB must be recognized as amendments to the current budget.

Ordinance 1710-1st Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Current Expense-Shared Expenditure for a New





Restroom/Shower Facility in East Side Park

City Administrator Malone reminded Council the Colville Tribe is prepared to construct a new restroom/shower facility near the Dance Pavilion in East Side Park, at an estimated cost of $180,000.  This type of facility has been in the Comprehensive Park Plan for many years.  The Tribe is asking the City to extend the utilities to the structure for an additional estimated cost of $45,000.  The Omak-Okanogan Rotary Club has offered to donate $25,000 of that amount, stipulating that the City must participate with the remaining $20,000.  This ordinance places $45,000 in a capital outlay line item, recognizing the $25,000 donation from the Rotary Club, and $20,000 from the City’s Current Expense Fund Ending Fund Balance.  Council asked about the cost estimate and it was confirmed by Public Works Director Miller as still current.   City Administrator Malone told Council the motion made at the Rotary Club meeting specifically stated it was contingent upon the City contributing the balance of funding necessary to complete the project.  It was established that once the facility is completed, it becomes the property and responsibility of the City, but it was also noted that the small, older blue restroom west of the high school baseball field is in poor condition and scheduled for removal in the Park Plan.  It was discussed how important it is for the City to provide the commitment of 10% of the cost to complete this project in conjunction with the Colville Tribe and the Omak-Okanogan Rotary Club.  Member DeCesari noted we must not forget that our commitment to maintain this facility forever has substantial value to this project.
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Council Committee Reports:


Member Sackman, Chairman of the Park Committee, told Council there are concerns regarding the long term commitment and the location, but the Committee agrees it is a good project for the three groups to cooperatively participate in.


Member Clark, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, reported he had participated in the interviews of six candidates applying for the Building Official position.  He stated that at the end of the day, the interviewers were unable to come to a conclusion as to who was the best candidate.  City Administrator Malone interjected with a request to bring the interviewers back together to discuss the candidates again, and it was decided to meet on Wednesday, April 20th at 3:30 PM.


Citizen Bill Johnson approached Council with concerns that Morgan and Sons are planning to place a 100 foot by 100 foot solid waste lagoon just east of the Omak Municipal Airport.  He lives on Greed Lake Road, and noted there are many residents in that area that are opposed to this use.  The public notice for the Conditional Use Permit was placed in the Okanogan Valley Gazette-Tribune, based out of Oroville, and Mr. Johnson felt that was done to keep local Omak residents from knowing about the proposed use.  It was noted that the County’s official newspaper is the Gazette-Tribune.  He stated there are 30 residences within a mile of the project and although he is not opposed to a lagoon, he is opposed to the location. He asked if the City wanted that type of use that close to the airport terminal building.  He asked that Council review this situation and consider commenting to the County.


Citizen Robert Fillion approached Council, suggesting an alternative way to calculate City sewer bills.  He explained and demonstrated a system of charging residential sewer rates based upon a percentage of the property value.  Sewer rates would range from $28 per month for the smaller, less expensive homes, to $115 per month for the higher end properties.    He added that the City could adjust the percentage based upon the revenue received.  He also noted that it did not seem fair that residents who live very near the Sewer Treatment Plant paid the same rate as those at the other end of town.  Council discussed the matter at length. City Administrator Malone stated the residents who live in the higher valued homes are paying higher taxes to support many City services already, and it would be difficult to then charge them a higher utility rate based upon their property value.  Mr. Malone added that water and utility systems are rate based and noted residents could be charged sewer rates based upon the amount of water they used, just as the commercial accounts are set up.  He said that under Mr. Fillion’s proposal, the City would have to follow the assessed value of real estate to establish the utility rate, and those assessed values are adjusted on a regular basis.  The City is currently reviewing ways to assist the low-income residents on their utility bills.  It was noted the City is required to follow the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) in developing utility rates.  

Mayor Gagne thanked Mr. Fillion for his presentation, noting the time and effort he took to demonstrate his suggestions. Citizen Vern Haase felt Mr. Fillion’s proposal has some merit, and suggested the City could set the rates based upon the current value of the home, and re-evaluate if the home sold.

Larry McVay of Advanced Plumbing Technologies thanked Council for the opportunity to work with the City during the Dewberry sewer project.  He stated that because of his background in this area, he would be willing to offer future side sewer installations with the pipe bursting technology at a cost of $25 per foot, and is also willing to carry the contract for up to five years on any resident who could not pay the cost right away.  

Staff Reports:


Fire Chief Bowling told Council he and mechanic Jim Rehm had a successful trip to South Carolina to look at the new fire truck.  They found the truck in very good shape and once a punch list of 20-25 items has been completed, (at no cost to the City) including new back brakes, the truck should be delivered in July.  Chief Bowling has submitted the plans for the Fire Hall door remodel to Gray & Osborne.  When the plans were drawn up in 2009 the estimated cost was $60,000.


Police Sergeant Isaac stated the 2011 patrol car has been delivered and is being equipped for service. New police officer Schaefer is in the Basic Police Academy and doing well.


Public Works Director Miller told Council he had found a solution for the OWP#2 well casing and feels he will still make the June 1st deadline to get the well back on line.  The design is complete and the engineers will get the bid out soon.  He mentioned that the Omak Avenue Sidewalk Project is about two weeks behind schedule but the general feeling is to do the project this year, possibly in the fall.


City Clerk Lobdell reported she and City Administrator Malone attended the Washington Municipal Treasurers’ Conference in Chelan the week prior.  She spoke to several attendees regarding our sewer line issues and tried to get the word out that they should take a second look at their infrastructure systems.  Ms. Lobdell noted one of the best decisions made by Public Works Director Miller soon after the Dewberry sewer line collapse was to ask his clerical assistant Kristi Mollman to serve as liaison between the City and residents affected by this disaster.  She did a fantastic job of personally and compassionately contacting those residents.  From meeting them on their doorsteps to contacting them on a daily basis to be sure their concerns, questions and needs were resolved, she represented the City on a personal level that allowed the Public Works Director and his crew to focus on the design and repair of the sewer system.  Ms. Mollman went so far as to personally purchase and deliver paper and plastic products for these residents with donated funds from friends and neighbors.  Ms. Lobdell applauded her efforts to just quietly take care of what needed to be done.

City Administrator Malone echoed the Clerk’s endorsement for Ms. Mollman, adding that the Cornerstone Christian Church also deserved much appreciation for their help.  The Church opened its doors offering water, restroom and shower facilities to the Dewberry residents, along with a place in their parking lot for vehicles.  

Mr. Malone told Council he had attended the recent Park Board meeting.  Representatives of the Okanogan Conservation District made a presentation regarding their interest for improvements to Aston Island and the trail system along the City’s levee.  Mr. Malone explained the regulations regarding pedestrian traffic on the Omak levy system to them and feels adding that to the pedestrian trail system make take some time to accomplish.  Rick Duck and Pat Harris, representing baseball and softball clubs, also attended the meeting.  They presented the Board with a design for the East Side Park that would increase the number of ball and soccer fields.  While Mr. Malone appreciated their design concept, he could not help but regret they had not shared this concept during the several public hearings and workshops that preceded the adoption of the Comprehensive Park Plan in February 2010.  The idea of expansion of those fields is a good one and they stated the work would be done by volunteers.  Mr. Malone told Council he has given direction to public works to lock out the lights on the soccer field until September 21st.   This will keep from tripping the demand charges that are generated on the P.U.D. bills, saving a couple thousand dollars this year. The lights would be available again from September 22nd through November 21st.  He and public works were told by electrician Butch Mitchell that the lights on both sides of the soccer field do not have to be turn on together, that one side or the other can be used.

Member Whitener reported she had attended the recent RTPO meeting and there is a sense of doom from the Department of Transportation (DOT) for funding.  The DOT is faced with layoffs and budget cuts and she does not see any prospects for funding from them for the next several years.  She added the DOT received many complaints for not requiring the left turn lane to be completed before the new Tribal gas station opened on Highway 97, just south of Omak.

Citizen Mary Henrie reminded Council of the Arbor Day tree planting ceremony scheduled for Friday, April 22nd at 1:00 PM in Civic League Park, and hoped they would attend.  When asked what type of tree was being planted, Mrs. Henrie stated she believed they will be transplanting a tree from past City Clerk and Councilmember Clara Neal’s former home.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM.


____________________________


______________________________

Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          April 18, 2011


