Omak Library Board Minutes

August 10, 2015

Members Present: Sue Radek, Cynthia Tollefson, Betsy Rainsford and Librarian Sharon Reddick.

July Minutes read and approved.

Bills Paid;

Supply Works- Toilet tissue, rolls of hand towels.  $115.43

PUD- Power, lights, cooling.   $523.57

Butch’s Electric from March (Butch forgot to submit) High Center Lights.  $397.93

WDB Janitorial LLC-  Strip and wax three restrooms and floors.  $325.00

City of Omak- Water, sewer, storm.  $131.27

Cintas- Mats cleaned $76.65

Old Business: 

· There is still comes concerns about daily cleaning.  Some spots on the carpet are not coming clean which have been treated twice with the cleaning machine and product.  Sharon will try to remove the carpet stain.

New Business: 

· Sharon visited the police about troubles occurring in the front of the building.  She spoke the Detective Colpin about intoxicated individuals harassing people and drug selling near the library.  Both these issues make the public and library employees so uncomfortable.  The city municipal code has very little back up to do anything about it.  The Jail won’t receive intoxicated people and the hospital charges the city $5000 per intoxicated person that is admitted, and there is no budget for this.  The library was informed that it might be part of the problem due to having WIFI available outside the building.  In response, starting 2 weeks ago, the library now requires an account number to log into WIFI.  Since that time, problematic people have moved from the front of the library to the band shell. The Detective said that under the awning of the roofline is considered library property.  The library has a trespass form that gives us the right to have people escorted off the property by the police if there has been a prior warning.

· Incident: A 20-year-old man approached a 65-year-old gentleman by the maple tree at the library entrance and demanded $5 or the gentleman’s shoes.  The gentleman initially gave permission for Sharon to report it to Sharon turned it in to the police.  Unfortunately it was out of camera arrange.  With 12 officers there isn’t manpower for park patrol.

· A young mother reported she is not allowing her two children to come into the library due to harassment from individuals hanging out outside the library.

· The summer reading program is down by 50 kids, which is probably due to parents not letting them come to the library on their own anymore.

· Sue motioned to ask the city to remove the rocks in front of the library to decrease loitering and Betsy seconded.  All approved.  

· We reviewed the Omak Library Budget Requests for 2016, which has been submitted to city hall.  The board passed the budget with an added request for bark on the south side of the building around the new hydrangeas.

· The water fountain with the water bottle filler is the best choice for the library.  Patrons are now asking to fill water bottles at the library sink.

No further business, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted, Betsy Rainsford

